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AEE YOU A SLAVE? 



You will be a great deal surprised, I dare say, 
my dear friends, at the question I am going to ask 
you, whether you are slaves ? You will tell me, 
most likely, that in our free coimtry there is no 
such thing as slavery, and has not been for many 
hundred years. And, if you happen to be at all 
acquainted with history you may add that slavery 
was altogether abolished in Europe a long, long 
time ago, and that, chiefly by the influence of the 
Christian Church. There was indeed a slave trade 
carried on among the poor negroes of Africa till 
very lately, but this too has now, thank God, been 
forbidden by the law of England. And there is a 
slave trade still in some parts of America ; but we, 
Englishmen, know nothing about it*in our free 
and happy country. Our freedom is our birth- 
right and our dearest boast. We are never tired 
of priding ourselves upon it, and thinking how 
much better and greater and nobler we are than 
any other nation in the world. Now all this may 
be quite true, and still it is an important and 
practical question, the most important and practical 
question possible, which I am going to ask you, 
whether t/ou are a slave or not ? 

First then, I shall explain to you exactly what 
slavery means, and what the Bible says about it ; 
secondly, I shall try to find out, or rather help you 
to find out for yourselves whether you are really a 
slave or not ; and thirdly, I shall show you, if you 
are a slave what is the only way of gaining true 
freedom in this world and saving your soul in the 
next. 



1. A slave then, as you very likely know, is a 
person who has no mil of his oum, who is bound over 
to another, and is obliged to serve him in aU things, 
to do only what his master bids him, neither more 
nor less. This was the condition of slaves in 
Europe formerly, and this is the condition of the 
poor negro slaves in America now. They have 
literally nothing that they can caU their own, not 
even their wives and families. They are bought 
and sold in the slave market, like oxen at a cattle 
fair, and are obliged to live where and how their 
masters bid them, and do whatever he makes them 
do ; if they disobey they are beaten, and often put 
to death. A more painful and degrading state 
than this of slavery one cannot easily conceive : 
well then, this is what is meant by being a slave, 
having no will of one's own, but being entirely in the 
hands of another, and compelled to obey and serve 
him in all things. This is what the word slavery 
means now, and what it meant 1800 years ago 
when Our Lord and his Apostles were on earth, 
and when this same slave trade was carried on (as 
you may learn from the New Testament) over the 
whole Roman Empire, viz. all over Europe. Now 
then, bearing in mind this meaning of the words 
slavery and slave, let us see how they are used by 
Christ and his Apostles in the Bible, and whom 
they considered to be slaves. You must remember 
that wherever the word " servant '' occurs in your 
English Bible, it means literally " slave,'' for the 
Greek word in the inspired Scriptures, of which 
this is a translation, means ' slave ' in the fullest 
sense of the term. Let me call to your mind some 
of the passages where it occurs, and, I think, you 
will be surprised to find how much is said about it, 
though I am only going to mention a few out of 
many places where it is used; and in doing so 
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I shall use the word * slave/ instead of ' servant/ 
that you may get their full sense and drift. First 
then, there is that passage you must all remember 
in St. John, where, after Our Blessed Lord had told 
the Jews that the " truth should make them free" 
they replied to Him " We be Abraham's seed, and 
were never in bondage (or slavery — it is the same 
word) to any man : how sayest thou, ye shall be 
made free?" and Jesus answered, Venly, verily, 
I say unto you, whosoever committeth sin, is the 
slave of sin. (John vii. 33, 34) And again St. Paul 
says, when writing to the Romans, whom he had 
converted from heathenism to Christianity, " Know 
ye not that to whom ye yield yourselves sluves to 
obey, his slaves ye are to whom ye obey ; whether 
of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteous- 
ness, being then made /ree from sin ye became the 
slaves of righteousness ; for when ye were the slaves 
of sin, ye were/r^^ from righteousness." (Rom. vi. 
16, 18, 20.) Ajid the same Apostle says to his 
Corinthian converts " He that is called in the Lord 
being a slave, is the Lord's freeman ; likewise also 
that IS called, being/ree, is Christ'sstec." St. Peter, 
similarly, speaks of Christians as ^^free, and not 
using your liberty for a cloke of maliciousness, but 
as the slaves of God," (1 Pet. ii. 15) And again, in 
his second epistle, using nearly the same words as 
Our Lord in the passage of St. John I quoted just 
now, says, speaking of false teachers who should 
bring in damnable heresies " While they promise 
them liberty, they themselves are the slaves of 
corruption, for of whom a man is overcome of the 
same is he made a slave." (2 Pet. ii. 19.) And so 
strongly was this contrast between the slavery of 
sin, and the service of God present to the minds of 
the holy Apostles, that they delighted to call them- 
selves, as their most honourable and glorious title^ 
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the slaves of God. Thus St. Paul calls himself, in 
the opening of his Epistle to the Romans, " Paul, 
a slave of Jesus Christ," (Rom. i. 1.) And a^in we 
read "Paul and Timothy, slaves of Jesus Christ." 
(Phil. i. 1.) And in the same way St. James opens 
his Epistle, " James, the slave of God and the Lord 
Jesus Christ," and St. Peter calls himself " Simon 
Peter, the slave and Apostle of Jesus Christ." 
(2 Pet. i. 1.) You see he thinks this slavery as 

freat an honour as even his apostleship. And 
t. Jude again begins his Epistle " Jude the slave 
of Jesus Christ." And, to add only one more 
quotation, which will be familiar enough to your 
ears, St. Paul says " the creature itself also shall be 
delivered from the slavery of corruption into the 
glorious liberty of the children of God." (Rom. viii. 
21.) Now you will see from these passages, which 
I have only selected as specimens of a great many 
more' that might be quoted, how much there is in 
the New Testament about slavery. And we may 
certainly gather from them so much as this, — that 
there are two kinds of slavery, a right and a wrong, 
a slavery of sin and Satan, or a slavery of God and 
righteousness, and that in one sense or other all 
men are slaves, the difference being that whereas 
the one slavery is the most degrading, brutalized, 
contemptible, and unmanly condition possible, the 
other is a service of " perfect freedom," the most 
glorious and ennobling position in which a human 
being can possibly be placed. Nay, it is perfectly 
clear from these passages (and equally so from 
many others) that taking the matter as Christ and 
His Apostles have laid it down in Holy Scripture, 
considering from God's point of view, every man, 
woman, and child, who is not ' brought into cap- 
tivity to the obedience of Christ,' is a slave in the 
very worst, and most degrading sense of the word, 



a bond slave of sin and the devil ; and that the one 
and only way by which any one can get/ree from 
this slavery, can gain any real liberty, which de- 
serves the name, is by renouncing the service of sin, 
" the devil and aU his works, the pomps and vanities 
of this wicked world, and all the sinful lusts of the 
flesh,'' and giving himself up fully and honestly to 
the service of God, the only condition which is 
really freedom. " For this purpose the Son of God 
was manifested, that he might destroy the works 
of the devil." (1 John, iii. 8.) But, if all this be 
true the question with which I opened this Tract, 
is surely a most important one, aye, and a very 
practical one too for us to ask ourselves, my dear 
friends, if we mean to save our souls. 

2. I have tried to explain to you, as I proposed, 
what is meant by slavery, and what we learn from 
the Bible about God's view of slavery, and now I 
shall return to my old question, which by this time 
you will be pretty well able to understand. Are you 
a slave ? are you the slave of sin, the bondsman of 
Satan ? Now, observe ! this is a very literal and 
searching question. I am not playing upon words, 
and using mere figures of speech, when I ask you 
if you are the slave of sin. I am not asking 
whether you ever commit sin — I know you do — 
the best of us do very often, though they always 
repent of it bitterly, and their sins are always 
getting less and less frequent. No, I am not 
asking whether you ever commit sin, I am asking 
quite literally whether you are a slave of sin ; a shve 
in such sense that you cannot, with any truth call 
yourself a free man at all, whatever you may say 
or think of your birth-right as an Englishman and 
the citizen of a free state. And what makes this 
all the more serious and fearful a question for you 
to ask yourselves very carefully and answer honestly 
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is this : — that it is quite clear from the Bible that 
people may be, in God's sight, slaves, slaves bound 
over hand and foot to their hard task-master, and 
all the time fancy themselves the freest of the free. 
This was exactly the case of the Jews mentioned 
in St. John's Gospel ; and I am very much afraid, 
my friends, it is the case with a great many of us 
in this day, a great many who would be the very 
first to reply indignantly to my question that they 
were noi slaves, aye and be very angry too at being 
asked the question at all. Now just observe what 
the case of these Jews was, and then see how far your 
own is like it. When Our Lord told them that, 
if they continued in His word, they should be made 
free, they answered proudly and fiercely (just as 
men are apt to speak now-a-days if questioned of 
their freedom) " We be Abraham's seed, and were 
never in bondage to any man : how sayest Thou, 
ye shall be made free .^" No, they had no wish to 
be made free ; the very ofier was an insult, because 
it implied that they were now in slavery, and they 
boasted themselves that they were Abraham's 
children, and were never in bondage to any man? 
And, moreover, which is the point I have been 
aiming at, their boast, so far, was perfectly true. 
They were Abraham's children, and were not the 
slaves of any man. Our Lord at once admitted this, 
" I knoiv that you are Abraham's seed." But so far 
from admitting that they were therefore not in bond- 
age, true though it was that they were not in bond- 
age to any man, He said " Whosoever committeth 
sin is the slave of sin." — " Ye are of your father 
the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do." 
Clearly then, in the judgment of Him who cannot 
err, they were slaves, though they knew it not and 
took pride in their freedom, and so may we be 
though we know it not and vehemently deny it. 
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For just consider — ^The Jews prided themselves on 
their descent from Abraham, to whose seed so 
many glorious promises had been made by God. 
And we, with far less reason, pride ourselves on 
our birth-right as free Englishmen. They thought 
much of their national greatness as the first nation 
in the world ; we do just the same. They boasted 
loudly of not being in bondage, or slavery, to any 
man. And we boast that an Englishman's home 
is his castle, (as the proverb goes) and that we are 
free to work our own will, and are under nobody's 
rule ; we are independent, and citizens of a free 
state. Again, the Jews professed to make much 
of their spiritual privileges, while nevertheless they 
had made the commandments of God of none effect 
by their own inventions. And we too pride our- 
selves enough, when it suits oxir turn, on our 
religious knowledge and superiority to our neigh- 
bours, while yet too often we are substituting our 
own wretched fancies and * inventions' for the 
glorious gospel of Jesus Christ, which is declared 
to us by His Church. The Jews thought scorn of 
Our Lord's offer of freedom, and preferred their 
own freedom, — which was an utter slavery. And 
we too think scorn of His offers to us now by His 
Church, and prefer to go to heaven some way of 
our own, which, if we do not take better thought 
in time, will most infallibly lead us to Hell. You 
see then our case is not, after all, so very unlike 
theirs. And, as they, with all their fine talking, 
which was sincere enough in its way, about their 
national grandeur, and their independence, and 
their religious enlightenment and purity of faith, 
were all the time in God's sight slaves and children 
of the devil-; so it may be with us. Is it so with 
you ? Are you the slave of sin or the servant of 
Jesus Christ ? There is no middle way, remember, 
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you must be either the servant of God or the bonds- 
man of the devil in this life, just as you must either 
be saved or damned in the next. ** For of whom 
a man is overcome of the same he is made a slave" 
— " his slaves ye are to whom ye obey, whether of 
sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness." 
No ! you cannot be independent both of Satan and 
of God. You cannot set up for yourself. There 
is no such thing as freedom in this sense, if the 
Bible be true. Are you God's slave or the devil's? 
That is the point. I don't think, after aU I have 
said, you wxU have much difficidty in answering 
this question for yourselves if you will honestly 
seek for an answer in your own conscience. How- 
ever, I shall give you a few hints to help you in 
the work, and I pray God, for your soid's sake, 
may enable you to answer it truly. " His slaves 
you are to whom you obey." Now whom do you 
obey ? sin or God ? I said just now that I was 
not asking you whether you ever xjommitted sin — 
that is quite another thing — ^but whether you are 
the slave of sin, and a slave, you know, we found 
was a person who had no will of his own, but was 
obliged to do his master's will. That is a slave's 
condition, and that, believe me, my dear friends, 
is exactly the condition of an habitual sinner. He 
has no will of his own. He is literally enslaved to 
his sins, a poor wretched captive, bound hand and 
foot, though his misery excites no pity, because he 
has forged his chains for himself, or rather, in the 
language of Holy Scripture, he has " Sold himself 
to work iniquity," he has bartered away his birth- 
right of true spiritual freedom for a poor mess of 
pottage, for a momentary gratification of lust, or 
avarice, or pride, or passion, as the case may be ; he 
has sold himself, body and soul, to a hard taskmaster. 
He is a slave, and a slave by choice. There is no 
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Eosition, let alone it's sinfulness, more utterly 
ateful and contemptible. What should you say 
to a man born free, who, in hopes to supply him- 
self with mere luxuries he could not procure by 
honest labour, sold himself to a slave-dealer, and 
renounced his freedom, should you not think him 
a perfect monster in human form, a being beneath 
your contempt ? Yet this is exactly what a sinner 
does, exactly what you have done if you are such 
an one. There are stories told of people who have 
made formal compacts with the devil, giving over 
their souls to him orx condition of having so much 
pleasxire or success in this life in return. Now 
this is exactly what an habitual sinner does. He 
makes over his personal freedom to sin and Satan 
as entirely as though it were done in a law-court, 
with parchment signed and sealed. He may walk 
the earth with light step, and loud laugh, and 
haughty glance, and think that he is his own 
master, that he is speaking his own words and 
doing his own works, and walking in his own ways, 
and that none is lord over him. But he is doing 
nothing of the kind. He is not speaking his own 
words, he cannot rule his tongue but is ruled by it, 
and it is " set on fire of hell." He is not thinking 
his own thoughts, though he imagines so — he is 
simply thinking what the devil makes him think. 
He is not doing his own deeds — ^his passions have 
the mastery over him, not he over them. He is 
an abject helpless slave, and he has become one by 
his own choice. He is powerless in the iron gripe 
of his stem task-masters, and those task-masters are 
his sins. Is this your state ? It would be endless 
to press the matter home to you in all its separate 
details, but I will take two or three to show you 
more clearly what I mean. 

(1.) Are you a drunkard? then it cannot need 



12 

many words to show that you are a slave. A man^ 
when he is drunk, does not know what he is doing 
or saying, he has no power over himself, he is as 
helpless as an infant, and is simply a laughingstock 
to all who see him, except that in truth it is far too 
shocking a matter to laugh at, and an habitual 
drunkard is not really his own master, even when 
he is sober, as vou know very well. He has got 
such a habit of drinking that he cannot help it, 
as he says. And it is true that without great diffi- 
culty he cannot. He drinks, often, not because he 
has any real desire to drink, nay when he would be 
glad not to drink, and knows that his wife and family 
are starving, while he is wasting his time and 
strength and money at the alehouse. But, * he can- 
not help it ' The habit is upon him and he drinks. 
His sin has found him out. It is clear enough that 
he is the * slave' of sin, that he has but his freedom 
of action, whatever he may say or think to the 
contrary. 

(2.) Again are you a fornicator ? there is no more 
complete, more tyrannous slavery than this. It 
ruins the health, it destroys the intellect, it dissi- 
pates the affections, it darkens the soul tiU it 
becomes incapable of one generous thought, of one 
pure or holy aspiration, it obscures alike the vision 
of God, and the vision of sin, the love which has 
redeemed, and the sin which will damn us. And 
the miserable victim knows it full well. He feels, 
when the first hot flush and fever of guilty pleasure 
is over, that he is in the death gripe of a foul and 
loathsome fiend who will give him no rest day nor 
night. The guilty pleasure is over but the guilty 
desire remains and must be satisfied, though each 
fresh act of sin makes that pleasure less and that 
desire more inveterate, and insatiable. The meal 
BBten in. isecret is 'sweet' no longer, yet he devours 
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it still, and the appetite grows daily upon him, ai3 
the possibility of its satisfaction grows daily less 
and less. He is the abject creature, the bondslave 
of his sin. It has mastered him and he cannot get 
free from his loathsome thraldom. Look at an old 
profligate as age is creeping over him and all the 
sins of his youth upon him still, still unsatisfied, still 
craving for satisfaction, for the bowl of guilty plea- 
sure he drank so greedily then, has turned to gall and 
wormwood on his parched lips but he is forced to 
drink it still. Look at his haggard eye, his sunken 
cheek, his tottering gait, mark his childish wander- 
ing of mind, his fearfolness, his dead cold indiffer- 
ence to all sympathy — poor man he had feelings 
once — ^he would give worlds to have them back — 
but they are lost for ever. Truly that man is 
* delivered over to his tormentors,' and those tor- 
mentors are his sins. He cannot stir hand or foot 
but at their bidding. He is as helpless as a child, 
or a man who has been struck with paralysis, as 
impotent to exert his own will, as a chained galley 
slave, or a prisoner at the treadmill. And now 
once more I ask you, my friend, most earnestly do 
you indulge this disgusting and horrible sin P Are 
you a fornicator ? If you are, you may rest assured 
that you are such a slave as here described, or 
speedily will become so, a galley slave chained to 
your loathsome companions and taskmasters which 
are your sins, your taskmasters now and your tor- 
mentors hereafter. You may be yoTuig and high 
spirited and think that you are free to follow your 
own will, and walk in the light of your own eyes, 
and * have the world before you, where to choose.* 
But it is not so. God says it is not so, and expe- 
rience has abundantly proved it, if any further proof 
were needed. Pass on a few years aTid.>jo\«\jiQ»sSy^ 
freedom, which you have used »a * a ^^^ lo^^^^^^^- 
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tiousness is become the veriest, most abject thral- 
dom. Your passions have mastered you, they have 
unmamied you, they have reduced you — do not 
start, it is quite true — to the condition of a brute 
beast, aye and a lower condition too, and their 
exertions become daily more burdensome to you, 
the yoke laid upon you more grevious to bear, as 
the poor mess of potage, the guilty draught of 
momentary pleasure for which you bartered away 
your birthright of true spiritual freedom, falls daily 
away from your feeble trembling grasp. 
Too surely, every setting day. 

Some lost delight you mourn. 
The flowers all die along your way 
Till you too die forlorn. 

That is the history of the fornicator's life, and 
the end of it; slavery and unhappiness in this 
world, and the wages of eternal death in that which 
is to come. There is no slavery more degrading 
in its character, more horrible in its consequences. 
Ask yourself honestly are you this slave? 

I will take but one more point, and that is a 
most important one, not only because there is so 
much about it in scripture, but because there is no 
point perhaps on which we Englishmen are so 
guilty, no point on which our lives are so shockingly 
wnscriptural, so directly opposed to what the Bible 
says. Are you the slave of wealth? of that 
* covetousness', which St. Paul says "is idolatry'* 
(Col. iii. 6.) that *love of moncT which "is the 
root of all evil" P (1 Tim. vi. 10) Remember I it 
is not at all necessary that you should be rich your- 
self to fall into this slavery. It is a vice which is 
found in every class of society firom the richest to 
the poorest. There are thousands and thousands 
of people in this country, among the middle ai;Ld 
poorest classes, not rich themselves, and never 
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likely to become so, but whose one aim and object 
and toil in life is to get money, to get the most 
they can, whether it be little or much, whose god 
is mammon. Wealth is the only thing they look 
up to or respect or admire. They consider a man 
happy and respectable just in proportion as he is 
wealthy, and think the more money they can 
manage to get, the more happy and respectable 
they will become. They have, shocking as it is to 
be obliged to say so, just that sort of natural 
instinctive feeling of reverence for wealth that good 
Christians have for the great God who made them. 
"Wealth is their God. They think a rich man, 
whatever he may look like — ^ugly, decrepit, vulgar, 
mean, stupid, ignorant — ^is yet different from and 
superior to any one else, that with wealth he can 
do anything. This is to be in slavery to the love 
of money. It is even a more degrading and con- 
temptible slavery than the slavery of our lusts. 
And it is all the more dangerous, because a covet- 
ous man may go on all his life worshiping wealth 
(whether he has it or not) and thinking he is worship- 
ing God, till, like Dives in the Gospel, he " lifts up 
his eves in hell, being in torments.'' Ask yourseli, 
my iriend, are you mammon's slave P or God's ? 
No man can served two masters. 

I might go on to mention many other points, 
but these three are enough to make you under- 
stand what I mean. You know your own besetting 
sin, and must ask the question for yourself if you 
are in slavery to it. I will only remind you now, 
that every habit of sin is a slavery, for habits mas- 
ter us and get the better of us. We are the 
creatures of habit. And just as God's Saints have 
a habit of obeying His will, and obedience becomes 
to them a second nature, and they oc^ 'Ok»& ^^^^ 
or servants of God, so sinneT^ ge\.^VieifcV\»^S.<^wrr^% 
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their sins, which becomes their nature and are slaves 
of sin. 

3. And this brings me to my third point, how 
you are to get/ree from this slavery, which however 
I need not say a great deal about, because I have 
all along implied what is the only way to be really 
free, or to be in subjection to God, " to be delivered 
from the slavery of sin into the glorious liberty of 
the children of God" the liberty, that is of doing 
God's will, instead of the devil's, which is the very 
highest freedom any one can possibly enjoy. But 
men very often talk now-a-days, as if there was 
something slavish and degrading to the dignity of 
human nature in this service of God. They think 
it a much finer thing to have their own will, as 
they say, and go their own way, and be their own 
masters, to drink and swear and fornicate as much 
as they choose. Well ! they can make their choice 
certainly. They need not be God's servants, but 
they will not a bit more be their oum masters for 
all that. If they have no master in heaven, they 
will have a master in Hell, and a very hard master 
they will find him too. No man can serve two 
masters ; but every man must serve one or the other 
whether he chooses or not. His only choice is 
which he will serve. Consider which you are serv- 
ing, who is your master ? Remember a man is 
not the slave of sin, because he sometimes falls into 
sin, if he always repents, and is gradually getting 
jEree from his sins, and is on the whole, with what- 
ever imperfections, struggling honestly and man- 
fully to do God's will and save his soul, any more 
than a child, who is occasionally led astray by bad 
companions, but is always sorry for it afterwards, 
and is in the main obedient to his parents, and 
daily becoming more and more so, can be called 
the slave of those evil companions. They are now 
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then able for a short time to influence him for evil, 
but they have not got the mastery of him. He is 
in subjection to his parents, not to them. But a 
man is the slave of sin who is in the habitual com- 
mission of sin, who sins, as a general rule, when- 
ever the temptation occurs, instead of obeying 
God, as a general rule, and only falling now and 
then for a short time, and rising again and repent- 
ing and confessing* his sins, just as a child who is 
always under the control of evil companions, and 
does whatever they make him do habitually, 
without caring whether his parents wish it or not 
is the slave of those companions, and not in sub- 

{'ection to his parents. Now then, what is your 
labit? Do you generally obey God or your sins? 
And which think .you is the real 'slavery', and 
which the rfeal freedom, doinff God's will or the 
devil's ? A slave as I often said, is a person who 
has no will of his own. Now sinners have no will 
of their own, because they have given themselves 
over to the dominion of their sins till they cannot 
do what they wish, but only what their sinful 
habits compel them to do. They writhe and strug- 
gle and groan in their hard bondage, or hereafter 
they will writhe and struggle and groan in the 
clutches of the foul fiend in hell. But it is of no 
use. Until they determine to accept God's service, 
and become Sis slaves, they can get no freedom. 
There is no middle way between God's service and 
Satan's here, no freedom of their own making, any 
more than there is a middle state between being 
saved and being damned hereafter. So much then 
for the sinner's slavery, but God's servants have no 
will of their own, simply because they do not tcish 
to have any will of their own. They know it is 
far better for them, and their very \y\^^^ ^koSs. 
truest freedom to do only GroS!% ^^HS^ ycl^^^'^^ ^"^ 
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their own, for He wills nothing but their good. 
Se is no hard taskmaster, like Sin and Satan. 
S%% " yoke is easy and jEK» burden light.'' They 
could renounce His service and disobey His will, if 
they chose. But they do not choose. Oh no! They 
know that this service is * perfect freedom.' Once 
perhaps they thought otherwise ; and they loved 
to do their own will, — that is to be in slavery to 
their sins ; but now they have been delivered from 
that body of death, that " slavery of corruption,'' 
into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 
They are free now, and they have no desire to 
return into captivity. He has led them out of the 
Egypt of this evil world, out of the bondage of 
their sinftd habits, into the free and blessed state 
of obedience to Himself. Choose then, my dear 
friends, while you may, which you will have, 
slavery or freedom. Sin or Jesus. Only know you 
this assuredly. — If ye serve God in this world you 
wiU join the endless service of Angels and Samts 
in the next ; if you will be the slaves of Satan 
here, you shall be his prize and his victims in the 
bottomless pit hereafter. Life and death are set 
before you this day ! Therefore choose life ! 



'00' 
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THE TRUE FREEDOM. 



I come to Thee once more, my God ! 

No longer will I roam ; 
For I have sought the wide world through 

And never found a home. 

bright and sunny are the spots 

Where I have built a nest ; 
Yet in the brightest still I pined 

For more abiding rest. 

Riches could bring me joy and power, 

And they were fair to see ; 
Yet gold was but a sorry god 

To serve instead of Tnee. 

Then honour and the world's good word 

Appeared a nobler faith ; 
Yet could I rest on bliss that hung 

And trembled on a breath P 

The pleasure of the passing hour 

My spirit next could wue ; 
But, oh, how soon my heart felt sick 

Of pleasure's weary smile ! 

More selfish grown, I worshipped health. 
The flush of manhood's power ; 

But then it came and went so quick. 
It was but for an hour. 
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And thus the slavery of the world 
Hath done its best for me, 

For I have found no rest, O God, 
No freedom short of Thee. 

The dearest idol I have known, 

Whatever that idol be. 
Grant me to cast it from Thy throne 

And worship only Thee ! 

For Thou hast made this soul of mine 

All for Thyself alone, 
O send Thy iree transforming grace 

And maKe it more Thine Own ! 
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WHAT WERE YOU MADE FOR ? 



The world is very beautiful. We all feel that 
it is so ; even those of us who are obliged to fulfil 
literally the curse pronoTinced upon the earth and 
its inhabitants after Adam's fall, " In the sweat of 
thy face thou shalt eat bread." The earth indeed 
is cursed for the sins of men ; thorns and thistles 
does it bring forth continually, but stiU, fallen 
though it be, the earth is very beautiful. The 
bright golden glow of the early sunrise, and the 
red clouds at evening, the green meadows, and the 
sweet song of the spring birds, and the scent of 
the summer flowers, and the freshness of the 
autumn breezes, and the yellow leaves falling 
from the trees — all are lovely and pleasant to feel 
and look upon. AM so too the merry-hearted 
lightness of youth, and the affection of friends 
and relations, and all the bright happy associations 
of home, a word as dear, perhaps dearer, to the 
poor than to the rich — ^these too are sweet and 
beautiful. So that altogether there is much, at 
first sight, to make men fancy that pleasure is the 
object of life, that they were put into the world, 
solely, or, at least, chiefly, that they might enjoy 
themselves there. 

And then there is another, and not quite so 
bright and comfortable view of the matter. The 
world is not only a beautiful, but a very h(sy 
world. The poor are always employed in getting 
enough to live upon for themselves and their 
families; the rich are always trpai^ \» ^sca^^ 
themselves richer. Men oi \jv]La\xi^«» ^^*Oass^ «3tfc 



called) are employed, day and night, Simday and 
weekday, in maJdng money. Men of power, 
statesmen, and authors and artists, and such-like, 
are intent on nothing but increasing their own 
power and reputation, and trying to hinder that 
of their enemies in politics or literature, or what- 
ever it may be. In short, whatever class we turn 
' to, whether to rich or poor, learned or ignorant, 
noble or ignoble, everybody is absorbed in his own 
gains and interests and occupations, 'rising up 
early, and late taking rest, and -eating the bread 
of carefulness.' It is a very busy world. And so 
there is much, at a second view, to make men 
think that the great aim and object of life is 
business ; supporting themselves and theiivfamilies, 
or getting money, or making themselves a name 
in the world ; in other words that the world is a 
great market-place, where every one is to make 
the best bargain for himself that he can, and that 
too at the expense of his neighbours, as generally 
happens. 

WeU, my friends, I have put two views of life 
before you. The first is the view most common 
among the yoTuig and careless ; the second among 
older people, who have had more experience, and 
are, or think themselves wiser. Now which of 
them, if either, do you think is the true one"? 
WTiich are you living for, yourself, pleasure, or 
profit P or are you livmg for either P Of course, 
us to the first, most people, especially among the 
poor, soon grow out of it, simply because they find 
they cannot spend their lives in pleasure, they 
must work in some way or starve. And besides 
there is, in every station in life, so much of dis- 
oomfort in many ways, so much of bodily pain, 
and of afiliction for the death of those we love, or 
Jhr disappointment in our cherished hopes, and 



many other things which might be mentioned, 
that we find the world on the whole is not made 
for US to enjoy merely. We are obliged to take 
a more sober and serious view of life. Still, not- 
withstanding all experience to the contrary, many 
people do somehow or other contrive to persuade 
themselves that they have come into the world to 
take their pleasure therein, and think this is a 
sufficient end and object in life. And for the rest, 
they are soon immersed in the restless stunning 
tide of business, and the pursuit of wealth, in so^e " 
shape or other, becomes their one aim and object 
of existence. 

And now these being, as I think few will deny, 
the views most commonly taken of life, the 
question comes whether God's view of the matter 
is the same as ours, or, in other words, what .we 
were created for. You will allow, of course, 
readily, that God made you, and that He must 
have had some reason for making you, and 
I suppose, you will hardly dispute that whatever 
He made you for you ought to do. Now, just 
consider what this means. If we, any of us, make 
an instrument for any use of our own, we expect 
it to do its work, and consider it worthless if it 
does not, — ^and we are right. A knife iS made to 
cut, a book is printed to be read, a house is built 
to keep its inmates warm and dry. But if the 
knife is too blunt to cut, or the book cannot be 
read, or the house lets in wind or rain, they have 
failed of their purpose ; they are useless and good- 
for-nothing. Well, just so, if God has made us 
for some particular purpose, and we do not choose 
to ftdfil it, we are useless and good-for-nothing. 
The only difference is that if the knife or hook 
are useless it is the printer' a ot c,\L\\et^^^«»^^^s'^ 
if we are good-for-nothmg it \a owt owcl Iw^-i^^^s:^ 
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our Maker's, for He has given us power to dis- 
'iliarge our proper business, though He does not 
force us to it, against our will. And now, what is 
the end God has made us for ? Simply this — ^to 
do His will, and glorify Him by saving our souls. 
This woidd be pretty clear, even if He had not 
said so, which however He has, and that very 
often, in the Bible. Thus we read " Every one 
that is called by My Name ; for I have created 
him /or Jfy glort/, I have formed him, yea I have 
made him.'' (Is. xliii. 7.) And again in Proverbs 
** The Lord hath made all things ;^r Himself; yea, 
even the wicked for the day of evil." (Prov. xvi. 4.) 
as He said to the wicked Pharaoh " For this cause 
have I raised thee up, for to show in thee My 
power.'' (Exod. ix. 16.) And so in the New 
Testament St. Paul says "Whether ye eat, or 
drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of 
Oody (1 Cor. X. 31.) and earlier in the same epistle 
** Glorify God, in your body and your spirit, which 
are God's." (1 Cor. vi. 20.) And once more 
" Whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the 
Name of the Lord Jesus." (Col. iii. 17.) It is 
quite evident then that God created us that we 
might do His will and show forth His glory. He 
wills the salvation of all men : but he does not 
force any one to be saved. And if we wiU not 
glorify His mercy by saving our souls, we shall 
be compelled to glorify His justice by damning 
them. Pharaoh, that wicked persecutor of God's 
people, was, after all but an instrument in His 
hands for working out His purposes ; but inasmuch 
as he did not do God's wiU knowingly and out of 
a willing mind, he missed the fend he was created 
for, and lost his soul. 

And if Scripture teaches us this by its precepts, 
it does so no less clearly by its examples. Let me 



remind you of a few of them. And first, of course, 
we turn naturally to Our Blessed Lord, who came 
to be not only * a sacrifice for sin* but also an * ex- 
ample of godly life. ' He, one would have supposed , 
of all the children of men. He, who was both God 
and Man, might have done His own will, and fol- 
lowed His own pleasure. He did nothing of th^ 
kind " Even Christ pleased not Himself." (Rom. 
XV. 3.) Of Himself He said, by the mouth of the? 
Prophet " Lo I come : in the volume of the book it 
is written of me that I should fulfil Thy tvilly O my 
God : I am content to do it." (Ps. xl. 10.) And 
when He came upon earth. His first recorded words 
are "Wist ye not that I must be about Mp 
Father' shusme^." (Luke ii. 49.) when He was only 
twelve years old. And His last, before His death, 
" Father, into Thy hands I commend My spirit? 
(Luke xxiii. 46.) This was the true end and object 
of His life on earth, to do the Father's will, not 
His own. *' My meat is to do the will of Him that 
sent Me." (John iv. 34.) It was His daily bread 
you see. And even in that terrible agony in the 
garden, when all the sins of mankind rrom the 
begining of the world to its end were pressed in on 
His holy human Soul, a sore burden too heavy for 
Him to bear, so heavy that it forced the stream- 
ing Sweat of Blood from all the pores of His sacred 
Body; even in that strong agony He still cried 
" Not as I will but as Thou wilt— Thy will be done." 
(Matt. xxvi. 39, 42.) Thus His whole life from the 
manger to the cross was a perpetual sacrifice of 
His own will to the will of His Father. He came 
to discharge a mission, to do a work, to be, 
as He said Himself, "baptized with a baptism" — 
even a baptism of sorrow and blood. He was born 
of a poor woman, whose only possesion was her 
virginal purity ; He was born in a cattle shed and 
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It is quite true indeed, blessed be God ! that His 
we are also saving our own soids. But what I 
will is merciful, and that by serving His glory, 
am insisting upon here is simply this, that we 
have no rights of our own ; no claims upon God ; 
that the only duty of a creature is to do the will 
of its Creator, and the only question it ought to 
ask is what is His will. " Lord what wilt Thou 
have me to do." 

And now, my dear reader, if you have gone 
along with me so far as this, — (and if you are a 
Christian at all you cannot possibly deny what 
I have been urging upon you) — ^if, I say, you have 
gone along with me so far, I shall ask you to go 
one step further, and to compare this view of the 
constant aim of man's life, with the actual con- 
dition of tilings you see around you in the world. 
what a shocking, what a terrible contrast ! God 
created all men to do His will, and Christ died for 
them, and lo " All men seek their own, not the 
things which are Jesus Christ's." (Phil. ii. 21.) 
This was the Apostle's exclamation in his day, 
and alas ! he might have made it with tenfold 
truth in our day and in our country. my 
friends, look round, those of you who, as it is 
called, have seen anything of the world. Look at 
the streets of some great and populous city — ^nay, 
a small town will serve the purpose only too well — 
where men are collected together in masses for 
pleasure, and for business, and for worldly gains. 
The road is thronged with, passengers on foot, or 
on horse-back, or in carriages, as the case may be ; 
the shops are full of the customers, the banks and 
counting-houses of eager, restless, careworn faces ; 
the multitude hurrying along, each intent on his 
own business, or loitering idly for amusement or 
vanity. Every man is seeking his own pleasure. 
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every man pursuing his own ends; every man 
doing his own will. Do you think that most of 
that eager, worldly-looking crowd, consider they 
have souls P a God to serve ? When can they find 
time to pray, to repent, to be Christians, to be 
" transformed in the spirit of their minds and not 
conformed to this present world?" Alas, most of 
them never. They are doing their own will and 
the devil's, and never give a thought to God's will; 
or if it does occasionally come across them, in a 
moment of solitude or sorrow, they hastily put it 
aside to ' a more convenient season,' which of 
course never arrives. They think, if they can be 
said to think at all, that they came into the world 
for their own pleasure. They live as though there 
were no God above, no Hell beneath, noi cross, no 
angels, no judgment, no Church, no sacraments, 
no soul within them, and no eternity before them! 
How imspeakably shocking ! 

Or, once again, look at men in a crowd, when 
they are excited in some way, say, at a fair, or on 
a national holiday ; at a Whit-monday revel, or a 
village wake, or a 5th of November riot. See 
how the whole crowd acts as one man, a man 
beside himself, mad or drunk, unconscious what 
they are about, swayed this way and that by 
impulses they cannot control, like a person pos- 
sessed with a devil. Well! do you think each 
separate man or woman in that crowd, considers 
that he or she is a separate soul, to-be separately 
saV^' or lost ? Do you think they consider that 
they are either doing God's will or the contrary, 
each one for himself separately ; and moreover 
that they will have to stand, each one for himself 
separately, at Chri&t's judgment scat, unexcited, 
uncheered by shouts, imsheltered by ^ ^"t^-^^^ \r» 
answer tor * the deeds done m t\i^ \io^^ > -^V<55^<st 
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done alone or with a multitude? My friend, 
whoever you may be, it is most probable you haye 
often yourself formed one in such an assemblage — 
What were your thoughts P Did you considei! 
whether you were doing God's will P There arp 
very seldom large meetings of men with which fin 
is not somehow mixed up. And it will be no sort 
of excuse in God's sight that you ^ followed a mul- 
titude to do evil.' 

Once more. Probably you are in the habit of 
reading newspapers sometimes or often — ^a great 
many people do so, who would much better employ 
the little leisure they have in reading other things. 
Well ! what idea does a newspaper give you of the 
ends men live for P Cast your eye down the adver- 
tisement columns. They are a kind of catalogue 
of the aims and hopes and projects and interests 
men live for. One has goods to sell, another is in 
want of a place ; a third has amusements to offer. 
There are luxuries for the wealthy, food * for the 
million,' 'knowledge for the people,' sovereign 
medicines for the credulous, books for the curious, 
too often gambling houses and gin palaces and 
other wicked places for the profligate and sinful. 
Then pass your eye to the news of the day. There 
is the money market, and provision market, and 
' state of the funds,' the exports and imports, wars 
and rumours of wars, railway accidents, or accidents 
By sea, marriages, births, trials, executions. Or 
turn to the political news and the leading articles. 
Tou have debates in parliament, old statesmen 
dying, and young ones coming into notice, con- 
tested elections, party cries and tactics, elaborate 
arg^uments to show that the 'salvation of the 
country' depends on this or that measure being 
carried, this or that politician being in office. Yet 
these very papers bear witness that to all these 
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things there is an end. I have said there lure 
* births' and * marriages' in the^e advertisementSi 
you know that there are also ' deaths,* 

Now pbsjBrv.e ! I am not saying that these things 
9xe, for the mpst part wrong and sinful simply m 
the^uselyes. Put I do say tiiat when men's minds 
are immersed and absorbed in them ; when they 
have become the end and object of their life, when 
they are living for them, and not for (Jod, then 
they have missed the one and only end for which 
they were sent into the world. Nay, they ftre 
acting as if they were not sent there at aU ; as if 
they had come there of themselves, as if they had 
created themselves. For are not these outward 
appearances of streets and crowds and eager faces, 
and busy tittle tattle and close printed advertise- 
ments and endless news of politics and wars and 
trade — are they not a fair sample of what men's 
minds really are given up to, of what they are 
really living for P FoUow those crowds, if you can, 
to their homes, whether in the cottage or the palace, 
the counting-house or the factory or the tavern, 
jjisten to their conversation, look at their actions. 
Alas! Alas! all is 'earthly, sensual, devilish.' 
What are they living and scheming and toiling for P 
Js it not simply for themselves, for their own gratifi- 
cation or gain P ' God is not in aU their thoughts.' 
No. * Their God is their belly,' or their business. 
They are living for their own will, not their Maker's; 
living, as I said, as if they had made themselves. 
Sow ridiculous ! and yet how shocking I 

Do you think this an exaggerated and unnatural 
picture P Do you think all these people I have been 
talking about are after all very respectable, esti- 
mable, good sort of folks, who are doing very well 
in this world and quite as religious as is at oIL 
necessary ; quite good enon^ ioT ^ Y^«^M^s^^^^*QC£- 
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poses, with a very fair chance to say the least, of 
getting comfortably to heaven ? Well ! I will try 
to make the matter clearer by one or two examples 
from scripture. You remember, no doubt the story 
of the covetous man in the gospel, (Lukexii. 16-20.) 
whose land had brought him in such a large income. 
There had been a very plentiful harvest ; and he 
built large bams and laid up his goods and con- 
gratulated himself on the happy prospect of 
enjoying life. He was not, so far as we are told, 
a wicked man, as the world accounts wickedness, 
far from it. He may have gone through all the 
ordinary routine of his social and religious duties, 
he may have been a good father, a kind husband, 
an agreeable neighbour, a punctual worshipper in 
the synagogue, a scrupulous observer of the Jewish 
law ; very likely he was all tliis. But he had one 
fault, and one alone, so far as Christ has informed 
us, and for that one he was damned. It was 
simply this, that he mistook the end of his life. 
He was living for himself. God gave him wealth 
to use for His glory ; but he chose only to expend 
it on himself. He said "Soul, thou hast much 
goods laid up for many years ; take thine ease, eat, 
drink, and be merry." That was his sin. And there- 
fore to him there came, in the stillness of the dark 
silent night, a voice whose whispers in his own 
conscience he had never chosen to attend to in the 
busy days of his worldly-wise scheming, and 
avaricipus laying up of wealth. It was the voice 
of his Creator, whom he had forgottenj-andr it said 
" Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required 
of thee." God, you know, is not a man that He 
should lie. Doubtless that night the miserable 
man died, and his soul lay buried in hell ! Let 
\ia hear and tremble. " So is he that layeth up 
treasure for himself, and is not rich towards God." 
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There was another mentioned by our Lord, 
whom we also read of in St. Luke's gospel, (Luke 
xvi. 19-31.) I mean Dives, that rich man, who 
lived for his own pleasure. He had come into a 
fortime, and a very princely one too, and he re- 
solved to enjoy himself. His god was his belty ; 
that is, he lived for the pleasure of the hour. "He 
was clothed in purple and fared sumptuously every 
day." That is absolutely the only thing said 
against him by our Lord. He too was a highly 
respectable man, after the world's standard of 
respectability. Nay, he was more, he was a 
charitable man; he had something out of his 
abundance to give to the poor, and does not the 
world count this charity ? Lazarus, the beggar, 
who was laid at his gate, *was fed with the 
crumbs that fell from the rich man's table, and the 
dogs came and licked his sores.' He was not 
driven away, you see ; he was allowed, as it seems, 
to come constantly to be fed. And now what da 
you think was the sin of Dives ? or do you think 
ne had any sin ? To be sure he had a very fine 
and costly establishment ; everything was in the 
first style about him ; his companions, who feasted 
with him were doubtless such as himself, men of 
rank and fashion, j)olished, refined, clever, witty, 
and fastidious,^ sensual and worldly no doubt, but 
never coarse. They were very likely profligate 
and impure, as young men in every rank of life, 
are apt to be, but withal very delicate and gentle- 
manly sinners. Such, we may suppose, was 
Dives ; — certainly not worse than this, so far as 
we can learn from Scripture. And so time went 
on, pleasantly enough for him and his associates, 
till he caught an ilhiess, or was wounded in a duel, 
or thrown from his horse, or in some other way 
came to be laid on the bed of suikiys^je)^ ^sd^^^ ^ss.\s. 
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proved, the bed of death. He was probably 
impatient and restless under God's hand, and 
only disgusted at the interruption to his pleasures. 
Certainly it never occurred to him to repent and 
consider what God sent the sickness for, and 
whether he had ever prepared to meet Him. So 
at last he died. And then, for once, our all-merci- 
fiil Saviour has Himself lifted the veil that hangs 
over the future destiny of each departed soul ; for 
once, and only once, He has seen fit to inform us 
of the condition in the next world of an individual 
soul, a soul which had lived for itself, and not for 
Him, in this. What do we read ? * The rich man 
died and was buried' — ^buried no doubt, with pomp 
and solemnity, as the great and wealthy are buried 
now, and a stately monjament reared over his 
remains : very likely mourned by relatives, and 
companions, who had feasted at his table, and still 
cherished his memory, as a kind hospitable enter- 
taining neighbour, a * great loss to society,' as men 
express it. But what comes next P — " In hell he 
lift up his eyes being in torments." — ^Yes ! — that 
easy-living, pleasant, refined, worldly-minded, 
respectable gentleman — he was in hell, * tormented 
by the flame,' and praying in vain for one drop of 
water to slake the thirst of his parched and burning 
tongue, — he whose lips had never touched aught 
but the choicest delicacies and most costly wines, 
when he was on earth. O my friends, consider 
what was Dives' end, and then think again what 
was his sin. It was simply what is so very very 
common among men now-a-days, — simply that he 
Mvedfor himself; that it did not occur to him, or, 
if it did, he put the thought away from him, that 
God had sent him into the world to do a work for 
Him, to do His will, and minister, in his station, 
to His glory. That is the only thing said against 
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him, that he was Kving for pleasure and not for 
God's will. — And he, as I have already reminded 
you, is the only person, of whose damnation our 
Saviour h^ taken upon Himself expressly to assure 
us. Remember you may fall into Dives' sin, 
whatever your condition in life. Poverty gives no 
exemption. Dives hath wealth given him to 
glorify God with, and he used it to glorify himself. 
You, if you are not wealthy, can glorify Him by 
your labour. Whatever be your work in life, it is 
possible to do it to yourself, or to " do it to the 
glory of God." The poor and low-born often 
make it their object to ape the manners, aye and 
the sins of the great and wealthy ; and, in doing 
so, they make themselves quite as guilty as their 
betters, arid doubly ridiculous. My friend, what 
is your aim and object in life P Is it simply to 
gain a livelihood and support your family — a thing 
quite right in itself, but quite wrong to live for as 
your grand object and aim? — Or is it to get a 
fortune, to make yourself a name, to acquire the 
world's good word, to he thought a somebody, 
even if you are not, to be a second-rate clumsy 
imitation of polished ungodliness ? or is it to do 
God's will, and save your soul ? 

And now, before concluding, I will ask you three 
simple questions, by which you may test yourself, 
whether you are really living for God's will or your 
own. 

(1.) Has your religion any difficulty about it P 
Is it in any sense a work to you ? Or is it a mere 
occasional matter, lying alongside of your daily life 
but not forming part of it, like a Sunday dress that 
may be put on for the time and cast aside, when 
the time is over; a mere string of acts of outward 
worship introduced now and then, — once a -^^^k^. 
perhaps, but not a matter lxnxm^V\,^^^x:5^^^^Ss^.^^ 



18 

your thoughts and works and actions, on workdays 
as well as on Sundays P If it be only this, my dear 
friends, it may lull your conscience but it will 
never save your soul. To do God's will is a work, 
and one requiring us to take some trouble about it ; 
it cannot be taken up and laid aside at our whim 
or pleasure. Our Lord came upon earth to perform 
a work, and His Apostles, and Saints, and followers 
in every age and every station of life have had a 
work to do, whether the world took any notice of 
it or not. ' You too, if you are a Christian in deed, 
as well as by baptism and profession, are doing a 
work for God. If not, your religion is vain. You 
have but " the form of godliness, and are denying 
the power thereof." (2 Tim. iii. 5.) Ask yourself 
honestly ; is your religion really a work ? — can you 
lay your hand on anything which you are doing, 
or abstaining from, against your natural inclination 
simply because you kiiow God wishes you so* to do P 
Let your conscience answer. 

(2.) Once more. What is your first thought in 
beginning any work, or undertaking in your daily 
life ? Is it to consider merely whether it is for 
your own interest or pleasure ; or is it to consider 
whether it be for the interest of Jesus, whether 
God wills it to be done P Do you, in a word, begin 
all your undertakings with asking St. Paul's ques- 
tion " Lord what wilt Thrm have me to do ?" and 
trying honestly to discover, by God's revealed will, 
which you learn from the Bible and the Church, 
whether what you are going to set about be His 
will, and then doing it " as to the Lord, and not 
to menP" This is a searching question. God 
give you grace to answer it truly and not trifle 
with your soid. 

(3.) Lastly, let me ask you, in the afflictions of 
2ife, (and uone of us are free from pain and sorrow) 
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do you accept God's will, not only quietly, but 
cheerfully and thankfully, as being certainly 
best for you P If you have not utterly given up 
all profession of religion, I presume you say the 
Lord's prayer at least once if not oftener, every 
day. Now what do you mean when you say " Thy 
will be done ?" Do you really mean any thing ? 
— or do you merely say the words because they 
are there, without thinking of them at all, while 
all the time you are not wishing God's will to be 
done in the particular illness, or misfortune that 
has come upon you ; — say a bad winter, or a bad 
harvest, or the death of a dear relative ? remem- 
ber ! your Lord not only did but also suffered the will 
of His Father, and that willingly. It was in that 
awful agony, which exceeded ten thousand times 
anything you can ever have to endure, anytliing you 
can even conceive, that He said " Thy will be done." 
Can you say the same, and mean what you say P 
This too is a searching question. Dont trifle with 
it. " God is not mocked." 

And now to conclude — I have written to you 
about the end and aim of man's earthly life. Re- 
member that to that life there is an end, and a 
speedy one coming, which will try your work of 
what sort it is. Yes death is coming. The end 
is the trial of every work, the touchstone of every 
creed. Then shall every man's work be tried as by 
fire, for " the fire shall try every man's work of 
what sort it is." (1 Cor. iii. 13.) God grant it be for 
our work, for yours and mine, the fire which clean- 
ses and not destroys, tlie flame of purification, net 
the fire of doom ! Yes the end is the test of our 
work — Our Lord rejoiced at tlie end of His life that 
He had discharged His mission, " Father, the hour 
is come — I have glorified Thee oil t\v5i ^^'oxSkj^*.^ 
have fioiahed the work w\uc\iTVvav3L ^^<^^ "kx^ *^^ 
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do. I have manifested Thy Name to the men 
whom Thou gavest me out of the world." (John xiii. 
1, 4, 6.) And St. Paul in the last epistle he wrote 
before his death says " I have fought the good 
fight : I have finished the course ; I have kept the 
faith.'* (2 Tim. iv. 7.) Alas ! how difierent the con- 
fession most men would make, in these days, if they 
spoke honestly, on their death-beds ! They have 
" fought the fight" — ^it was a life-long fight against 
the influence of the Holy Spirit, and the sacraments 
of Jesus : they have finished their course, — it was 
a course of hard, cold, consistent imgodliness ; they 
have " kept the faith," — ^not the faith they vowed 
at baptism and confirmation, but the faith they 
renounced then, and clung to through their lives — 
the faith of "the world, the flesh, and the devil !" 
O my dear friends think on these things. Be wise 
in time. There are many ways men may walk in 
while- they are in this life, but strait is the gate 
and narrow is the way that leadeth to life eternal. 
There are many ends men pursue upon earth, and all 
ends but one shall end in the eternal fire. The 
end is coming. The palace and the hovel alike 
shall crumble into dust. There is darkness and 
mourning for the voice of joy and health. The 
passing bell is sounding, the feet of the mourners 
go about the streets, for " the silver cord is loosed, 
and the golden bowl is broken," and the spirit of 
man is returned to God who gave it ! One question 
alone remains to the departed soul. How hast thou 
used thine earthly life, thy talents, thy graces, thine 
opportunities. What hast thou lived for P Whose 
will hast thou done P 
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A PRAYER FOR CONFORMING TO THE 
WILL OF GOD. 



Lord, I give myself entirely to Thee. Re- 
ceive my body, my soul, my mind, and my will. 
Whatever I have or possess Thou hast, of Thy 
bounty, given to me. All this I give back to 
Thee, to be disposed of and used, as seemeth best 
to Thy holy will. Only give me love for Thee, 
along with Thy graces, and I am rich enough. 
I ask for nothing more. / 



GOD'S WILL THE END OF LIFE. 



I loved the beauty of the earth. 
The brightness of the skies ; 

Life charmed me with its careless mirth. 
My birthright and my prize. 

I loved in smooth, self chosen ways 
To guide my wandering feet ; 

I loved the voice of human praise, 
The smile of man was sweet. 

The light of heaven shone pale and dim 
Upon my earth-bound sight ; 

The echo of the seraph's hymuL 
For me had no de^^t. 
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My life and treasure they were here, 
My throbbing pulse beat high : 

Mystep was free, my glance was clear 
with youth's gay buoyancy. 

But youth was short, and life was frail, 

And human praise untrue ; 
Created beauty but a veil, 

To hide Thee from my view. 

'Twas not for these Thou madest me, 

But for Thyself, Lord; 
Thou bad'st me seek alone in Thee 

My Prize and my Reward. 

All earthly joy shall fail at last, 

All earthly love grow cold, 
Save loves by that One Love made fast 

To Jesus and His Fold. 

This earth is but a trial place 

To train the souls of men, 
Till nature is transformed to grace, 

We know not how nor when. 

All earthly aims shall have their end, 

All earthly hopes expire, 
All faiths, save faith in Christ, but tend 

To Hell's eternal fire. 

There is one aim of endless worth. 

One sole sufficient love. 
To do Thy will, my God, on earth. 

And reign with Thee above. 
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They^ who in life have that true aim, 

Tliat only hope in death, 
Shall pass, unscathed the trial flame. 

And earn the fadeless wreath. 

From joys that failed my soul to fill. 
From hopes that all beguiled, 

To endless rest in thy dear wiD, 
Jesus, call Thy child ! 
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JESUS, THE WORSHIP OF 
CHRISTIANS. 



I HAVE asked you, my dear friends, in two former 
Tracts, whose servant (or slave) you were and whose 
will you were doing ; and I tried to show you in 
my first, that the only real freedom was the service 
of God, and in my second, that the only true aim 
in life, the only object reaUy worth living for was 
the will of God. And now I am going to ask you 
another question, hardly, if at aU, less important ; 
and that is whom do you worship ? a question not 
quite so easy to answer, as you may at first sight 
be disposed to imagine. What is worship ? Are 
you sure you know that to begin with ? In one 
sense, of course, every act of our lives is an act of 
worship; every thought we think is either an 
honouring or dishonouring of God; every word 
we utter is either a confession of God or a practical 
denial of Him, for " out of the same mouth pro- 
ceedeth blessing and cursing;" (James iii. 10.) 
every deed we do is either ^ done to the Lord Jesus' 
or eke is a falling down and worshipping of Satan. 
This is quite true, but it is not in this sense I am 
using the word now — ^I am speaking of worship as 
that particular act which you do, or ought to do, 
when you come to church ; which you do, or omit 
to do when you kneel down, or Ibrget to kneel 
down, as the case may be, in tk^ ^tym^^^ ^1 ^^ssss. 
cwn rooms to pray to God m Wi<ei Ts^Q>TDMi^\ife*l^^^ 



you go out to your day's work, and in the evening, 
when you Ke down to rest after the day's work is 
over. I am going to ask you then, what is it you 
do, when you kneel to pray either at home or in 
church, — whom you are worshipping? I have 
already told you, iu the title page of this Tract, 
whom you ought to be worshipping ; I have said 
that tfeBm is the worship of Christian. And, of 
course, you admit it at once ; nobody who denied 
it would be a Christian at all. But the question 
is not sa much whether you allow this truth, as 
whether jou. practise it. And this is not a matter 
of course at all, I am a&aid. Beniember ! your 
going to church, if you do even that, once perhaps 
on a Sunday, and muttering over a few prayers 
mominff and night, when you are not too impatient 
or too sleepy to take the trouble of doing so, will 
not at all prove that you practise the worship of 
Jesus. The Samaritans in our Lord's time did far 
more than this ; they were regular enough in their 
ordinary religious duties, and fancied themselves 
very good worshippers of the true God. But 
our Lord said to them "Ye worship ye know 
not what." (John iv. 22.) Yet they not only 
imagined that they knew very well what they were 
worshiping ; they not only had all the popular 
patois, so to speak, of the established religion at 
their finger's ends, and could talk glibly enough, 
when it suited their turn, about the religion of 
their fathers, and the law and the prophets ; but 
they fancied they knew much J^^er than their neigh- 
bours, that they had a muoh purer religion. They 
looked down upon the Jews as bigots, and the 
heathen as idolaters, yet all the time in His judg- 
ment who cannot err, they worshipped they knew 
not what ! How fearful a condemnation ! It 
should make ua very careful that wo kno^ ^what 



> fw are worshippmg. Yes; I fear, mv dear Mends, 
there are hundreds and thousands of our country- 
men, calling themselves Christians, who know not 
what they worship any more than those poor 
Samaritans did; who have never, with all tiieir 
prayers and church goings and talk about religion, 
offered one real act of worship to Jesus in their 
lives ; and therefore never offered one act of wor- 
ship worth anything in the sight of God, for * No 
man' said our Lord, " cometh unto the Father but 
by Me." (John xiv. 6.) Think of this ! of people 
going on all their lives without worshipping the 
Kedeemer at all ; and not knomng it ! That was 
just the Samaritans' case. May He grant, my 
dear Mends, it be not ours ! It is very important 
then for me to do my best to show you, and for 

J on to do your best to learn what is meant by 
esus being the worship of Christians, and secondly 
how He is to be worshipped, and so how you may 
may find out whether you are really worshipping 
Him or not. And this I am going to try and tefi 
YOU in this Tract. It is not nard to understand 
if you will only attend to me. 

1. Now, remember, when I speak to you of the 
worship of Jesus being the religion of a Christian, 
I mean the real, loving worship of a real Person. 
I do not mean a mere dreamy notion. Many 
people, instead of worshipping J esus Christ, are 
reaUy worshipping an idea of their own — ^very often 
a true idea — still an idea and not a Person. They 
have QomQ to put redemption in the place of the 
Redeemer, to think only of the Atonement instead 
of the Atoner. They will talk about 'justification 
by faith,' and * the atonement,' in a way very often 

auite untrue in itself, and always quite imtrue, as 
tey use the words, forgetting that they ekosssi^ 
love and worship not * juati^ci«i.\^s>TLj Vo^A^iss^^^^^ 
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justifies them. It is true that we cannot be justified 
-without faith in our Lord, but our faith does not 
justify us really any more than our works. It is 
by the merits of our Lord Jesus Christ that we are 
justified — that is made holy and pleasing to God. 
And His merits are given to us in the Sacraments 
of His church. It is true that He made an atone- 
ment for us on the cross. But what comes of this P 
Why, surely, that we should love and worship, 
with all our heart's best afiections. Him who 
endured for us that most bitter agony. This then 
is the first thing I want to impress upon you, — 
that you must worship Jesus, as a real living 
Person. You know what is meant by afiection 
for a dear earthly friend or a loved earthly relation. 
Well ! You should have this personal feeling of 
love — only in an infinitely higher degree, — ^for 
your dear Lord. But you must not stop here. 
He is God as well as man, and must be not only 
loved but worshipped. 

And this leads me on to a further remark, and 
a very important one — Jesus not only was but is 
God and Man. As we say in the Athanasian Creed 
" Perfect God, and perfect man, of a reasonable (or 
rational) Soul and human Flesh, subsisting." He, 
who was from all eternity God, took himian fiesh 
of the pure womb of the blessed Virgin Mary, and 
a human Soul (like our souls) created by the Father, 
and joined to Himself that man's body and man's 
Soul, without for a moment ceasing to be God. 
And, as when He was upon earth, walking about 
and conversing with men. He was really God as 
well as Man ; so now, when He is in Heaven, He 
is really Man as well as God. He ascended with 
that same Body, bom of Mary, which lay in the 
manger and himg upon the Cross, and those same 
£re dear wounds wherewith He was wounded on 



Mount Calvary, to be still, even to the end of the 
world, our Mediator in Heaven. He is there npw 
listening to our prayers, helping us in our infirmi- 
ties, wounded by our coldness, and crucified afresh 
by our sins. Now, do you feel and understand all 
this, my dear friends ? A great many people I fear 
do not. They think of our dear Lord as of One 
who lived and died for them 1800 years ago on 
this earth, but they quite forget to think of Him, 
and pray to Him, as One who " liveth evermore to 
make intercession for them." (Heb. vii. 25.) I am 
not going to prove this to you from Scripture, for 
no Christian would or could deny it. No. It is 
not that men deny, but that they forget and prac- 
tically disbelieve it. When they look on the busy 
sinftd frivolity of man's life now on earth they find 
it difficult to realize that an actual work of medi- 
ation is now going on for him in Heaven. Yet on 
our having a share in that mediation it depends, 
whether we shall be saved ! The continual medi- 
ation of Jesus, personally in Heaven, and by His 
priests and sacraments on earth, is the very life of 
the Christian Church. The prayers of Saints in 
heaven, and penitents on earth are acceptable 
because ofiered through Him, The sacrifice of the 
holy Eucharist is efiectual and pleasing to God the 
Father, because it is the offering to Him of the 
Body and Blood of His dear Son — the continual 
presenting to Him by His ministers on earth, of 
that One True Sacrifice offered once on Mount 
Calvary, and which He continually presents and 
pleads for us in heaven. His priests on earth are 
acting for Him, representing Him. He is the One 
true Fries^, the One true Victim on the Altars of 
the earthly Church, and before the Great White 
Throne above. Every prayer is ended \TL^5!\a»^^>xsx^ 
and available through His peT^\,\3aX ^^:oXfc^^iJ^»^*^^- 



And as tlie Clmrcli's worship goes on firom year to 
year that intercession is continually made, and 
continually accepted. What we do ftdly and per- 
fectly in tne great sacrifice of the Altar, we do also, 
in a lower degree, in every pr^er whether offered 
to Him, or to the Father in His Name — ^we are 
ever pleading His Passion, ever appeallingto Him, 
as Martf to help those for whose sakes He * was 
made Man' in the Virgin's womb. " By the mys- 
tery of Thy Holy Incarnation ; by Thy Holy Na- 
tivity and Circumcision ; by Thy Baptism, Fasting, 
and Temptation; by Thine Agony and Bloody 
Sweat ; by Thy Cross and Passion ; by Thy preci- 
ous Death and Burial ; by Thy glorious Resurrec- 
tion and Ascension ; and by the Coming of the 
Holy Ghost : Good Lord deliver us." 

2. Now then I have tried to set before you my 
friends, clearly and simply, this great foundation 
truth of Christianity — that Jesus is to be thought of, 
loved, and worshipped by us as existing, at this very 
time, God and Man, in Heaven. This is our worship 
— ^the worship of Him who * for us mefi and for our 
salvation,' stooped from Heaven to the humiliation 
of the manger and the Cross ; the God who was 
incarnate of the Blessed Mary, the Man who liveth 
evermore to make intercession for us in Heaven ! 
I might say a great deal more, but this will be 
enough for the present. And now I must go on 
to pomt out some of the ways in which good Chris- 
tians show their love and worship of Jesus, and by 
which you will be able to judge how fa^ you love 
and worship Him. 

(1.) And first it is very clear that those who 

love Him as they indeed ought, for all the love He 

has showed for them, will often meditate on Him 

and His words and works. Do you know what I 

mean by meditating on Him ? I mean thia,-^ 
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taking some event in His earthly life, or taking His 
present glory inHeaven, andthinkingitoverquietly 
and devoutly for some time, praying Him to give 
you grace to meditate aright, and to grow in love 
and devotion to Him by your meditation. Then 
youi might take a short passage in one of the holy 
gospels, and first read it over slowly, and then let 
your mind rest upon it for some time, trying to 
gain some spiritual insight into the meaning 
and depth of the gracious words or acts of 
your dear Lord which you have read of there. 
Greatly does the Church love and dearly prize 
those four holy gospels ! earnestly and affectionately 
have good Christians studied them for the last 1800 
years, striving, as they read and meditated to grow 
more like unto Him who is there set forth to mem 
in all His human sympathy, in all His divine com- 
passion. Again ; you might take some particular 
event in our Lord's earthly life, His birth of the . 
Blessed Virgin, or His Presentation in the Temple, 
or His Circumcision, or the Agony in the garden, 
or His Scourging, or Crowning with thorns, or 
Crucifixion, and think devoutly upon it — remem- 
bering all the time that He, who endured these 
things was, and is, both God and Man, and pray- 
ing Him to teach you how to think, of Him aright* 
There are five different periods into which our 
Lord's life may be divided, since His Incarnation, 
and each one is full of subjects for devout medita- 
tion. 1st. There is His hidden life for 9 months 
in His Mother's womb, and then while He dwelt 
at Nazereth till thirty years old, being subject to 
His Mother and St. J oseph, and this the Church 
calls us to meditate upon especially, during Advent 
and Christmas and Epiphany up to Septuagesima 
Sunday. And then secondly there is His \iuMifi. 
or social life during His tlMee^e^cr^Tcim&VTj ^sss^<s^% 
men when He went about tfe«ycifaMi% ^^\.^s:^^'ts2si^> 
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healing the sick, blessing little children, enduring 
the contradictions of sinners, and in all things doing 
His Father's will, and this the Church commemo- 
rates during the time from Trinity Sunday to 
Advent. 3rdly, next comes the suffering life of 
our dear Redeemer, in the garden, in Pilate's 
judgment hall, and on Mount Calvary and in 
the Grave, and this most blessed and loving 
life of His we are called upon chiefly to think 
of during Lent and Passion-tide, though it can 
indeed never be absent from ike thoughts of 
a true Christian.* 4thly, and after this comes 
His glorified life, for forty days on earth, between 
His resurrection on Easter day, and His ascension 
on Holy Thursday, and ever afterwards in heaven 
at the right hand of His Father — and this is more 
especially celebrated in the Church during Easter- . 
tide till Trinity Sunday. 5thly, lastly there is 
that life, which is not commemorated at any one 
time by the Church, because she is dwelling always 
on it with love and reverence, and living by it ; 
the life Jesus lives on earth now in the blessed 
sacrament of the altar, wherein He is " verily and 
indeed taken and received by the faithful." That 
is the life in honour of which we build our Churches 
and dress our altars, and sing our most joyous songs 
of thanksgiving, triumph and love, joining with 
" angels and archangels and all the company of 
heaven." That is the mystery which the angels 
may well ' desire to look into,' and which we, un- 
worthy sinners, are by God's mercy permitted to 
adore before the altars of the blessed sacrament ! 
Thus then, to the true Christian, Jesus is contin- 
ually present, as real a Person, and as really 
present, as the dearest of friends on earth. Jesus, 
not an imaginary Person, far off, who lived many 
hundred years ago, but still as evex t\\e D\>miQ 
Child, whose Mother is Mary, and Joaei^^\aaioeXet 
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father ; the Man of Sorrows, hanging on His Cross, 
with His Virgin Mother still standing near Him, 
and Mary Magdalene, and St. John the beloved ; the 
Lover and Mediator of man reigning now in heaven 
among His saints and angels, and yet — O mystery 
of mercy and love ! — dwelling with men in the 
sacrament of the altar ! 

(2.) And now, in speaking of these various 
periods in our Lord's life, I have already sugges- 
ted to you another way of shewing your love and 
worship to Him. I mean the devout observance 
of those seasons set apart by the Church for His 
honour. You know the whole Christian year, from 
Advent to Advent is divided and arranged by the 
life of our blessed SaAdour. I will only now men- 
tion two seasons in it, Christmas and Lent. Now 
I fiay it is a good thing, yes and a most sweet and 
happy thing too, as you will soon find, if you try 
it, to think much and often on every separate event 
and act in the life of our dear Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. It is good to meditate on His Incar- 
nation in Mary's womb ; on His Birth in a cattle 
shed in the cold winter midnight; and on His 
being adored in the manger by the shepherds and 
the Magi. It is good to think of His circumcision 
when eight days old, when His Precious Blood 
was first spilt : cf His Presentation in the temple, 
when forty days old, when Simeon and Anna 
worshipped Him, of His flight into Egypt, while 
yet a Baby in His Mother's arms; and of His 
being found in the temple disputing with the doc- 
tors, when twelve years old, and sajong " I must 
be about my Father's business." These are 
thoughts for Christmas and Epiphany. 

Then again take Lent and especially the last 
fortnight of it — Passion week axi-d. ^Os:^ ^^^)«w. 
Tien it is, that the ChuTck ca\\a^^e^m^<3^iLV^ \x^^^^ 
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step by step, the sorrowfdl passage of your dear 
Bedeemer along the moumful road from Geth- 
semene to Calvary. Some people are content with 
remembering in a general way, that our Lord died 
for us, and then let the matter slip out of their 
thoughts. It is done — and done with too they 
think. my dear friends. Christian men, and 
Christian women, do not thus coldly, ungratefully, 
pass by the sufferings of your Lord — " Is it nothing 
to you, all ye that pass by ? behold and see, if there 
be any sorrow like unto My sorrow which is done 
unto Me, wherewith the Lord hath afflicted Me in 
the day of His fierce anger." (Lam. i. 12.) Yes, 
if our dearest Lord bore each separate suffering for 
us, aU that awful time from Maunday Thursday 
evening, till with a loud cry he commended His 
spirit into His Father's Hands on Good Friday 
afternoon at three o'clock ; surely, surely it is not 
much for us to meditate on each separate suffering ! 
Yes, go over them all in detail, with trembling 
love, those sufferings of Jesus, the God-Man, for 
us — ^There is His bitter thrice-said prayer in the 
garden, and His Bloody Sweat, and the midnight 
treachery of the wretched Judas, and the desertion 
of His apostles, and the denial of Peter. Then 
there are the five draggings through the streets of 
Jerusalem from Annas to Caiaphas, from Caiaphas 
to Pilate, from Pilate to Herod, and back again, and 
from Herod's judgment Hall to Calvary, and the 
hideous shouts of the unbelieving rabble ' crucify 
Him, crucify Him,' while all the way along His 
path is marked by blood streaming from His faint 
and wounded Body. Then there is the mock trial, 
and false accusations, and the unjust sentence of 
Pilate. The livelong night passed in revilings and 
torments ; the soldiers clothing Him in purple, and 
pressing a sharp thorny crown on His Head ; and 
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putting a reed in His Hand, and bowing the knee 
in mockery. They spat on Him, and slapped with 
their impious hands, tiiat Face which the Arcangels 
tremble to gaze upon ! and they fastened Him to 
a pillar and scourged Him ! and then follows the 
sad procession, as He bears His cross on His 
shoulders towards Moimt Calvary, and falls 
exhausted beneath the weight. See Him nailed to 
it, and lifted up in the cold piercing winds, naked, 
with His garments cruelly torn off by the rude 
soldiers — ^Listen to the seven sentences of love He 
uttered while He hung for tl^ee long hours on 
the Cross, till at last all is over ; Jesus is dead ; 
and the soldier's lance pierces His sacred Heart, 
and from that Heart flows water and Blood to fill 
all the sacramental Chalices of the Church. These, 
dear friends, are points for loving reverent medita* 
tion during Lent and Passion-tide, and greatly do 
the true worshippers of Jesus love to dwell upon 
each one of them I These are instances of the way 
Christians should use the holy seasons of the Church 
for devotion to th^ adorable Lord. 

(3.) But do not suppose, because I have spoken 
of the use of the Church's solemn seasons for com- 
memorating the Life and Passion of her ever pre- 
sent Lord, that your thoughts of Him are to be 
confined to those seasojiB. Oh no; In every prayer, 
whether at home or in Church, set Him ever before 
you. The very Name of Jesus is a prayer to cheer 
us in solitude, to aid us in temptation — ^and to 
support us in the hour of death. That holy JS^ame 
"atwhich every knee should bow of things in heaven 
and of things in earth, and of things under the 
earth;" — that Name, I say, has been the daily 
prayer of thousands of His children, their daily 
prayer and their dying aspiration. PraY«» ii ^^s^ 
can, in private with a pictvae oi CJtmsi^ v^T^^^ss&sdS^ 
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before you ; or a picture of Him lying a Kttle Child 
in the manger, or in His Mother's arms, it will 
keep you attentive, and make you remember con- 
stantly to whom you are praying. And then, when 
you come to Church, there you know every thing 
speaks of Jesus. Every praver is either addressed 
to Him, or to the Father in His Name. The Church 
always ends her prayers 'through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord,' except when they are prayers to Him, 
like the last in the litany and morning and evening 
service, written by St. Chrysostom, or the Collect 
for St. Stephen's day — Nay, the very fabric of the 
Church you are worshipping in, teUs you of Him. 
The altar is there, because it is His throne. The 
Cross is often there in sculpture or painted window, 
for it is the Cross He suffered on ; and often His 
own dear Form is set forth before our eyes in the 
windows — yes Christians come to Church that 
they may worship Jesus there. 

(4.) And, far more, in the blessed and dear 
sacrament of the altar, to which I have already 
alluded. I cannot here say much about it, for it 
wiU form the subject for some separate Tracts. 
It cannot be spoken of fully here at the end of one. 
Yet I must mention it to you, for it is the highest 
and truest, and sweetest, and best worship of J esus 
we can enjoy on earth. Nay, compared to that 
altar worship, all other rites and prayers, are but 
friendly familiarities. This is the worship the 
angels wonder at, the worship of the incarnate Grod, 
the Crucified, the glorified, of Him who sits in the 
midst of the golden candlesticks. (Rev. i. 13.) 
Jesus, present on His altars is the very life of the 
Church, the Sun round which all revolves ; the 
true, the very presence of Jesus the God-Man, the 
Son of God, the Son of Mary, the First- bom of 
ereryr creature, the Second Person in the Adorable 
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Trinity. It is tliat dear and awful Presence of 
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, wMcli makes a 
Churcli, while Holy Communion is being celebrated, 
so utterly wnlike any other place on earth, so very 
Uke Heaven. It becomes, for the time, the home 
and dwelling place of the Son of God, like the 
stable at Betldehem, or the upper chamber at 
Jerusalem ; and we kneeling before the Altar, are 
like the shepherds who worshipped Him in the 
manger, or the Apostles that Thursday evening 
when first He instituted the most blessed sacrament ! 
He is there in the midst of us, lifting up His Hands 
to bless ; but this time it is not water He changes 
to wine as at the marriage at Cana, (John iii.) bu ^ 
wine that He changes into His owu most preciou. ^ 
Blood. It is not now bread that He miraculously 
multiplies to feed us, but His own most adorable 
Body that He distributes to the faiating midtitudes, 
that Flesh which He gave for the life of the world. 

Christian men, and Christian women, aye, and 
Christian children too, honour greatly, I entreat 
you, the sacrament of the Altar! Love It and 
honour It with all the love and honour your souk 
are capable of. You cannot love It too much, for 
the sacrament of the altar is the very presence of 
Jesus, your Saviour, your Redeemer, and your 
God. 

(5.) And here I might of course go on to speak 
of the duty and the blessedness of worthily receiving^ 
Jesus in holy communion ; but I must leave for 
another time what more I have to say about that. 

1 will but remind you now, in conclusion, that it 
is not onlyy though it is chiefly, at times of prayer 
and meditation, and public worship, and in presence 
of the Blessed Sacrament, but at all times and in 
all places, that you should be loving and. ^ort^^cks^- 
ping Jesus. Let His tliougiit \i^ \\v^ Six^Wx^^'cs^s: 
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hearts^ and His Name the first on your lips, when 
you wake in the morning, and at night, say to Him 
When the soft dews of kindly sleep 
My wearied eyelids gently steep, 
Be my last thought how sweet to rest 
For ever on my Saviour's breast ! 
Let His thought, and His love be wiih you, 
throughout the day. " Whatever ye do, in word 
or deed, do all in the Name of the Lord Jesus," 
Let Him be the beginning of all you do, who has 
Himself created you ; the End of all, to whom you 
must go for judgment ; the Aim and Object of all, 
who is the * Author and Finisher of your faith,' 
^and your promised Reward hereafter. Have Him 

ter before your eyes, as your Pattern and Example 
imitate. Li aU your ways acknowledge Him-^— 
tibe Redeemer and Friend whom you should love, 
the Master whom you should serve, the God whom 
you must worship ! For He has Himself made 
Ilimself, through your baptism, your Brother and 
your Friend. Would you not labour more dili- 
gently, and speak more gently, and act more holily, 
u some dear friend, whom you loved and reverenced 
was standing by, looking upon you ? Think then 
that His eye is ever upon you. Whether you are 
toiling in the field, or in the shop, or in the mine, 
have Him ever before your eyes when you eat or 
drink, or talk with others, or rest, still remember 
Him. And often whisper to Him, if you can say 
no more, at least these few words * Jesus have 
mercy upon me.' 

There are many who love to think of Him and 
pray to Him daily, at 9, and 12, and 3 o'clock ; 
remembering how at 9 He was condemned by 
Pilate, at 12 He was crucified, at 3 He died on the 
Cross for them. And you may at least, in the 
jTudfft of your work, send up one little prayer to 
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Him — ^He will hear it — ai those hours> praying 
Him by His Cross and Passion to have mercy 
upon you. 

Think how Mary, His Virgin Mother, loved 
Him when He was upon earth. — Think how 
tenderly, how affectionately, yet withal how reve- 
rently, she nursed Him, wnen a Little Child, 
lying in her arms, — ^for then, as ever. He was God ! 
And then think how that Little Cliild, still True 
Man, 'fas well as True God, dwells in heaven, your 
Mediator, and your Eedeemer, and ofi:en too, comea 
to dwell upon earth, the God-Man in the most 
Holy Communion. So will you learn to love and 
worshq) Him continually. So will your religion 
indeed be the worship of Jesus, and you wiU learn, 
in your measure, that glorious lesson St. Paul 
taught so perseveringly and exempH&ed so brightly, 
viz. : " to comprehend with all Saints, what is th.o 
breadth, and length, and depth, and height, and to 
know the love of Christ, which passeth all know- 
ledge." (Eph. ill. 18.) May He grant you, my 
dear Mends, to love Him so earnestly in this 
world, that you may dwell with Him for ever in 
the next ! 
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A PEAYER TO JESTJS CHRIST OUR 
SAVIOUR. 



*' I give Thee thanks, most loving Jesus, because 
for my sake Thou didst choose to be bom in a poor 
stable at midnight, in the midst of winter, to be 
wrapt in swaddfing clothes and laid in a malinger, 
and fed at Thy Mother's breasts. Grant, dearest 
Lord, that I may become like a Kttle child, humble 
and poor in spirit. Jesus, who didst become the 
scorn of men, and outcast of the people, and didst 
die, for me, on the Cross, grant me to follow Thy 
blessed patience, in bearing all the crosses and 
trials of this valley of tears, that at length, by the 
merits of Thy bitter Crucifixion I may be admitted 
to Thine eternal rest. Jesus, who art meek and 
lowly of Heart, make my heart like unto Thy 
Heart, which was pierced for me." Amen. 



THE HOLY NAME OF JESUS. 



Jesus, the very thought of Thee 
With sweatness fills my breast ; 

But sweeter far Thy face to see 
And in Thy presence rest. 

Nor voice can sing, nor heart can frame. 

Nor can the memory find, 
A sweeter sound, than Thy blest Name, 

O Saviour of mankind I 
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Hope of every contrite heart, 

Joy of all the meek. 
To those who fall how kind Thou art ! 

How good to those who seek ! 

But what to those who find ? ah this 
Nor tongue, nor pen can show ; 

The love of Jesus, what it is. 
None but his loved ones know. 

Jesu, our only joy be Thou, 
As Thou our Prize wilt be ; 

Jesu, be Thou our glory now. 
And through eternity ! 

Jesus ! King most wonderfiil ! 

Thou Conqueror renowned ! 
Thou Sweetness most ineflfable ! 

In whom all joys are found ! 

When once Thou visitest the heart. 
Then Truth begins to shine ; 

Then earthly vanities depart, 
Then kindles love divine. 

Jesu ! Life of aU below ! 

Thou Fount of life and fire ! 
Surpassing all the joys we know, 

All that we can desire : 

Mav every heart confess Thy Name, 

And ever Thee adore, 
And, seeking Thee, itself inflame 

To love Ilee more aaajiToait^. 
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Thee may our tongues for ever bless ; 

Thee may we love alone ; 
And ever in our lives express 

The image of Thine Own. 

Jesu ! Thou the Beauty art 

Of angel- worlds above ; 
Thy Name is mudic to the heart, 

Enchanting it with love. 

Celestial Sweetness unalloyed ! 

Who eat Thee hunger still ; 
Who drink of Thee still feel a void 

Which only Thou canst fill. 

O my sweet Jesus, hear the sighs 

Which unto Thee I send ; 
To Thee my inmost spirit cries, 

My being's Hope and End ! 

Stay with us, Lord, and with Thy Kght 

Illume the soul's abyss ; 
Scatter the darkness oi our night. 

And fill the world with bliss. 

Jesus ! spotless Virgin flower ! 

Our life and Joy ! to Thee 
Be praise, beatitude and power 

'Dxrough all eternity ! 
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REPENT AND BE CONA^ERTED. 



All men, living in the world may be divided 
into Christians and heathen, men who have been 
baptized, and men who have not been baptized. 
And you know much is said in this day, and very 
rightly too, about the ' conversion' of the heathen. 
We hear much of societies, and meetings, and 
speeches, and missionaries for their conversion. 
And though we are much too ready to pride our- 
selves on the little we have done in this way, and 
spend twice as much time and trouble in talking 
about our zeal, as we do in taking any means to 
display it, stiU I hope something has really been 
done of late years in the matter. Indeed it is a 
standing disgrace to England, the wealthiest, and 
most covetous country on the face of the earth, 
that she has suffered such thousands and millions 
of her subjects in other lands to grow up ignorant, 
as the beasts that perish, of aU that concerns their 
salvation. She has bowed them beneath the iron 
sceptre of her earthly rule, but never cared to 
stretch out for them the golden cro^er of heavenly 
hope. There is, I say, some improvement in the 
matter now, and we English people are beginning 
to feel, or at least to profess to feel that Indians 
and Africans, even when their skin is black, have 
souls as well as ourselves. But it is not of this I 
am going to speak tp you now. It is right to do 
what we can for the conversion of the heathen, and 
shocking to think that we hav^ Assaa ^^ NsJri^* 



But what think you of the conversion of England? 
You will start, I daresay, at the very notion. 
What ! the conversion of this Christian and very 
enlightened country as it is pleased to consider 
itseff! Tee, my friends, even so. Think yet 
again. England is Christian you say, or at least 
it is christened. So far well. But what then? 
All men may be divided into the baptized and the 
imbaptized. But there is another division that 
may be made too, viz. a division of the baptized 
into those who have used the grace of baptism and 
those who have lost it, and again, of those who 
have lost it, into the converted and the unconverted. 
Now this is a very home question. Pray attend 
to me and answer it honestly. Can you lay your 
hand on your heart and say that you have never 
conmiitted any deadly sin since your baptism, never 
yielded to the temptations of the world, the flesh, 
or the devil ? and if you have so sinned, have you 
ever really and honestly repented, come back with 
a true purpose of amendment to your offended God 
and with himible and heart-broken confession 
sought his forgiveness ? For the first, those, I 
mean, who have never fallen away from the grace 
of baptism, happy and blessed are they, children 
of the resurrection, over whom the second death 
hath no power. But where are they ? Such 
indeed there have been, though not many. But 
for us, my friends, can we dare to say it is so with 
us? And, if not, see what it comes to. The sins 
of Christians are a very different thing from the 
sins of heathen, just for this reason, that they are 
Christians. It is quite a different thing to sin 
after being baptized and receiving God's grace 
from what it woidd be, if we Jiad never been bap- 
tized and had His grace given us. St. Paul even 
sajs^ in one very awful passage " It is impossible 



for those who were once iUiuninated (i. e. baptized) 
and have tasted of the heavenly gift and were made 
partakers of the Holy Ghost, and have tasted the 
good word of God and the power of the world to 
come, if they shall fall away to renew them again 
unto repentance," not that it is absolutely impossi- 
ble, for with God all things are possible, but that 
it. is hxmianly speaking impossible, and always a 
very painful and difficult work. St. Paid is 
speaking, most likely, of very grevious apostacy, 
but what he says applies, more or less to aU sin, 
which is ' falling away' from the grace of God once 
given in holy baptism. This brings us to a clear 
understanding of the subject. There are, it seems, 
those who have ' fallen away* openly, and deKber- 
atelv from God, who do not make even any pro- 
fession of reKgion ; and there are those who have 
more secretly, but not less really renounced His 
service, though they hardly know it, or at least do 
not think much of it themselves, and both alike 
require repentance and conversion if they would 
save their souls. Let me explain myself. 

1. There are, then, first open and notorious 
sinners. " Some men's sins," says St. Paul, " are 
open before hand, going before to judgment, and 
some men they follow after." (1 Tun. v. 24.) 
There are some that is, who throw o£f boldly all 
pretence of religion ; they deny its truth, hate the 
Church, disbelieve the Bible, laugh at the sacra- . 
ments. Nature, they say is strong, and they must 
and will follow it. The ' lust of the flesh, the lust 
of the eye, and the pride of life' are pleasant 
and desirable, and they mean to enjoy themselves. 
As for death and judgment, and what comes after 
them, they deny that too, or at least try to do so, 
and say in their 'hearts, (though even while they say 
it they feel a horrible consciousness that it ia a.ls5^\ 
' there is no God'. SucTa. men ^x^ «»^ ^iRfcA^svsss^^. 
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They are excomniTmicated by their own act. Their 
life is the public procession of a high criminal to 
the bar of justice. They are those of whom St. 
Paul speaks, " I tell you even weeping, that they 
are the enemies of the Cross of Christ." Of course 
it is clear enough at first sight that they require 
to be converted, if they are ever to save their souls. 
(2.) But there is another class of sinners, more 
common than this last, and their state is in one 
sense even more dangerous because they are so often 
wilfully ignorant of it. * And some men they fol- 
low after.' There are many, who pass in this 
world for good, nay exemplary Christians, who 
mix with the throng of worshippers in the house 
of God, who soinetimes, it may be, (but this is less 
often the case) even come to kneel at His altar, 
and yet die all impure within, whited sepulchres 
full of dead men's bones. Secret lusts, long 
cherished, often indulged, stealthily ventured upon ; 
motives of pride or vanity or hatred ruling their 
actions even when they seemed most praiseworthy, 
Kttle sins habitually given way to, till they have 
become great ones — these and such as these are 
within them, and they know it not, because they 
do not care or choose to learn it. And so as time 
goes on, they increase in reputation. To the eyes 
of men they ' are not far from the kingdom of God.' 
They die in a good old age, lamented and honoured ; 
and go to meet their Judge. most terrible 
meeting ! most awful doom ! There is an account 
against them in those unerring * books' which shall 
then ' be opened,' which they have never manftJly 
encountered, never sifted, or added up or examined, 
Biwiply forgotten ; — ^like a man running into debt 
and never daring to inspect his accounts till he 
finds himself a bankrupt. Thev thought God had 
forgotten their sins because they had chosen to 
forget them, whereas if we forget, He ib qjiite sure 



to remember them. All through life has followed 
them that silent throng of sins, concealed, unrepent- 
ed, imforgiven ; the sins of childhood, the sins of 
youth ; the sins of manhood, and the sins of age ; 
each day, and week, and month, and year, has added 
its heavy score to that fast accumulating catalogue. 
Sins of deed and word, and thought ; chance sins 
and habitual sins, sins of desire, and of passion and 
of neglect ; sins against conscience and Kght, 
against warnings of friends or preachers, strivings 
of the Spirit, and pleadings of grace ; broken reso- 
lutions, contradicted confessions, relapses after 
partial repentance, and final conformity to the 
spirit of the world instead of the spirit of God ; all 
these, unconfessed unremembered, unabsolved rise 
up against them in the judgment — and now the 
end is come ! 

You will say perhaps I am putting an extreme 
case. Would to God it were so, but it is not. 
lliese subtil, unacknowledged and damning sins, 
daily increasing upon us with stealthy noiseless 
growth, are not uncommon. They are fearfully 
common. And yet it is certain that without a 
thorough-going, searching repentance they will 
destroy us soul and body in hell. 

Attend to me, yet again, while I try to make 
it, if possible, clearer to you, that you may be able 
to find out whether you are such a sinner, and 
whether you have ever been converted, if you are. 
" Think ye they on whom the tower of Siloam fell 
were sinners above all others? I say unto you 
except ye repent ye shall all likewise perish." 
Yes it is not only great and open sinners, who are 
called to repentance. Now mark me ! With some 
of us a long course of sin begins quite in childhood, 
and, if we take no pains by examining our consci- 
ences carefully and frequently, to keep those, ^vcsss 
down, we may be sure tViey \^^ ^tq.^ ^^^iSSte^ <ssxsi 
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a proof how much better he was than formerly. 
Many really do so, siUy and shocking beyond dl 
expression as such glorying is. So now old age 
quietly creeps over him. There he is still, a whited 
sepulchre, full of all his old unrepented impurities, 
profeuiities, hatreds. His heart is the home of evil 
spirits, though he knows it not. Satan is calmly 
awaiting his prey, not tempting him to fresh sins, 
lest his conscience shoidd be alarmed, and even 
now at the eleventh hour he shoidd repent, but 
merely letting him alone. He is amusing himself 
with empty * shadows of religion,' of faith, of piety, 
and of worship. He is calm^ with the calmness of 
dissolution and not of heaven, with that peace 
which is no peace. And at last the hour is come. 
He dies, and dies quietly. His death-bed was 
peacefid, or if he was agitated at the last moment 
as well he might be, it was when reason was failing, 
and all hope of true contrition was over. And so 
he is gone to his long account. His friends are 
happy about him. They say that he ' died with a 
firm trust in the mercy of God,' forgetting that 
God iajmt as well as merciful, and that those who 
wUl none of His commandments can experience 
jnothing of His love. And so while they speak 
kindly, or patronizingly or sorrowfully of him, 
' such a clever neighbour,' * such a good father,' 
* such a kind friend,' he, — ^though the world believes 
it not — lifts up his eyes being in torments, and lies 
buried in hell. 

Now this, believe me my dear friends, is not at 
all an over-drawn picture of the ordinary life of 
thousands and thousands who would be quite offend- 
ed at being considered great sinners. God grant 
it be not the picture of yours. Yet ask yourself 
seriously and honestly * Have I ever really set to 
work to examine my past life by the rule of God's 
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commandments P Have I ever taken any pains to 
discover my besetting sinsP have I ever really 
repented and turned to God P' If not to you assuredly 
is addressed the message of conversion. Those 
who never practise self-examination, or only very 
seldom, cannot have any real knowledge of them- 
selves. Sins grow and multiply upon them with 
an ease and rapidity perfectly frightful, which 
would frighten themselves if they Imew it. But 
they do not. 

3. And now what is it that ipiakes people thus 
careless in the concerns of their soul, who would 
at once see the folly of such a course of action in 
what aflfected their worldly interests or security P 
The causes are mainly two, and with a fe^ words 
about each I shall end, though I have been able to 
say, after all, but very little, on a most wide and 
important subject. 

(1.) First then, people say, or if they do not say, 
they take it q uietly for granted themselves, that they 
will repent hereafter. — ^They think they may put 
off their conversion till old age, or it may be till 
death. They are sinners, it is true. But what 
then P So are most of those who live around them. 
They are no worse than their neighbours. And 
by and bye it will be time to think seriously about 
religion. Old people are generally religious. It 
comes to them as a matter of course to be so. They 
have so few temptations. But for us, who are yoimg, 
or in middle life, really the lusts of the flesh are so 
strong, or the calls of worldly business and worldly 
cares are so pressing that it is impossible to attend 
to such matters yet. And I will tell you one way 
they show this. They cannot be got to come to 
holy communion. They think themselves unfit, 
and very likely they are right. But what then P 
This is simply a confession that tl\«^ ^T^Ys?ra\%*lss^ 
the world and not for God, limng m a «tate viUviK Vj 
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they were to die in they would certainly he damned ! 
And yet it does not trouble them, or very Kttle. 
They think their sins are only slight and dont 
require any very searching repentance, or if they 
do, they will find time for it by and bye, at * a more 
convenient season.' And if the worst come to the 
worst, they can send for the clergyman on their 
death-beds, they will receive the last rites of the 
Church, and die in peace. This is what they say 
in their hearts, perhaps also with their lips. Now, 
mark me ! every time they say so, or think so, they 
are committing a fresh sin. They are tempting 
God, doing exactly what the Israelites were 
destroyed by fiery serpents for doing, in the wilder- 
ness. They are doing what the devil tried to make 
our Lord do when he bad Him cast Himself down 
from the pinnacle of the Temple, and was answered 
" Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God." I do 
not now dwell on what is so obvious that nobody 
dares to deny it, though many go on as if they did 
not believe it, viz. the extreme doubtfulness whether 
you will have any old age or deathbed for repent- 
ance at all. Consider how many thousands are 
cut off daily in youth, how many thousands in the 
prune of life, what numberless accidents we are all 
subject to, and consider too, how many when 
they are laid on their death-beds have lost their 
reason, or are so racked with bodily pain that they 
are utterly unable to give their minds earnestly to 
anything else. Surely considering all this, one would 
suppose people would fear to put off to a time which, 
to say the least, is quite as likely as not, never to 
arrive, the work wbich must settle their eternal 
doom. But I wiU suppose the best, I will suppose 
you do Kve to grow old, and die quietly in your bed. 
Are you safe in deferring repentance till then P No, 
truly. How know you that you will be any more 
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inclined to repent then than now ? Each fresh act 
of sin hardens the conscience and makes conversion 
more difficult. And remember this too, each fresh 
act of sin be it little or great, adds another item to 
that long account against you which has been grow- 
ing in God's books from the first moment you had 
the use of reason, and abused it to oflFend your Crea- 
tor, till this moment. No sin stands alone. It is one 
of a series, the filling up of a long dreary catalogue. 
And we know there is a period, as with nations, so 
with individuals, beyond which the spirit of God 
will not strive with man, when the measure of 
their iniqidty is filled up. So was it with those 
seven guHty nations who were cast out of Canaan 
before the children of Israel. Their destruction 
was deferred till they had had full time for repent- 
ance, ' the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full/ 
(Gen. XV. 16.) But when it was full the judgment 
came. So it was with that perverse and stubborn 
people whom God used to chastise, the Amorites, 
and who inherited not only their land, but their 
sins also. Israel did but fill up a long accimiulating 
measure of wickedness by rejecting Christ. God 
had at sundry times and in divers manners in times 
past spoken xmto them by the prophets, before, in 
the last days He sent His Son. And what had 
been their conduct all the while ? On the Tuesday 
evening before His Passion, as our Lord for the 
last time went out of that devoted City which in 
three short days was to fulfil its course of iniqui- 
ties, by crucifying Him, He said " Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and 
stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often 
would I have gathered thy children together even 
as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, 
and ye would not. Behold your house is left unto 
you desolate. Ye shall not ae^ Ma \i«evivj,^^<3'sSh:i.*'G^ 
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ye shall say Blessed is He that cometh in the 
Name of the Lord." (Matt, xxiii. 37—39) Three 
days afterwards they crucified Him, and in a few 
years the Komans took away their place and 
nation, and they have, ever since, been scattered, 
vagrants and outcasts over the face of the earth. 
And as with nations, so it is with individuals. 
There is a sin, which is the crowning act of rebel- 
lion, and after which there is no more hope of par^ 
don, but only judicial blindness of the soul, * a dark- 
ness that may be felt,' and a certain fearful looking 
for of judgment. So it was with Pharaol^^ So it 
was with If ebuchadnezzar, when he 8ai<|B* Is not 
this great Babylon, that I have builded,' while 
yet the word was in his mouth God's sure judgment 
feU upon him. Herod in his pride suffered the 
people to cry out * it is the voice of a God, and not 
of a man' and forthwith God smote him, and he 
died. And moreover this last sin need not be a 
very great and striking one. When the balance 
hangs even, a feather will make one scale weigh 
down. There was a rich man who said " Soul thou 
hast much goods laid up for many years, take thine 
ease, eat, drink and be merry," and that night he 
died. Consider this, my careless friends, you who 
think, when some sin tempts you, ' it is but a little 
one.' That little sin may fill up the measure, it 
may press down the scale and fix your eternal doom. 
(2,) And this brings me lastly to what is in fact 
at the root of all this careless putting off of repent- 
ance, and idle excusing ourselves. It is an utt^ 
want of realizing what sin is in its own nature. 
For one sin the apostate angels fell. By one sin, and 
that seemingly a little one Adam lost original 
justice, and entailed on all his children a heritage of 
death. By one sin Hell is merited. One sin made 
the Cross necessary in the eternal purpose of God. 
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Yes, mark it well, if you would know the intensity 
of sin, as God sees it ; look at the Cross and Him 
who hangs thereon, and remember what hung Him 
there. Not Pilate, or Caiaphas, or the Jewish 
priests, or the Roman soldiers. No ! They were 
but the blind though most wicked instruments in the 
hands of Providence for accomplishing His designs 
of mercy. What hxmg Him there was sin, your 
sins and mine, all the sins that have been commit- 
ted or shall be committed from the creation even 
to the end of all things, and each one of those jsins. 
And, more than this. Not only sin hung Him there 
once, but sin daily renews, while it daily frustrates 
His crucifixion. We sinned, and He died for us, 
and again we sin to make His death of none effect. 
Many walk says St. Paul, " of whom I have told 
you often, and now tell you, even weeping, that 
they are the enemies of the Cross of Christ." 
(Phil. iii. 18.) and again " seeing they crucify to 
themselves the Son of God afresh, and put Him to 
an open shame.*' (Heb. ii. 6.) Here, then you may- 
catch some glimpse of the heinousness of sin. It 
is a recrucifixion of the Crucified, a renewal of the 
mental agony endured in the Garden, and the 
bodily torments of the judgment hall and the Cross ; 
it drives once more tne scourges into His sacred 
Body, the thorns into His Head, the nails into His 
hands and feet, and the spear into His riven and 
bleeding Heart. Think of this you who sin so 
lightly, and laugh at repentance so contentedly. 
Or will you dare to say you cannot think of it, 
that it is too troublesome to do so ? what ! and 
will you say to Him, in that day when all sinners 
shall look upon Him whom they have pierced, 
'Lord I did not thinky I did not know, I could not 
remember J And may not He reply * Why did you 
not think or remember P was it «i&\i^T4.\siT^sEMsc^s5Kt 
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the Cross for My sake, as I found it to die there for 
yours ? Is it any excuse to say you forgot My 
agony, which was endured for you, and, by your 
own lault, endured for you in vain ?' No, believe 
me, the Cross is the true measure of sin. Weigh 
your acts not in the false balance of this rebellious 
world, but by the measures of Gethseinane and 
Calvary, and then say if you have no sins to repent 
of, or need no labour for repenting. O fly from. 
sin, as you would fly the face of a serpent. It ia 
fair in promise, but terrible in its results. Wipe 
it off at once. Lose not a day in setting about the 
work of conversion. Let it not get engrained into 
you. It is like a canker and will eat into your 
flesh. Do not dally with it, do not defer. Remem- 
ber a sin forgotten is a sin wwforgiven. Only if we 
remember, will God, in His mercy forget. And 
now, my friends, if any are alarmed, if any hearts 
are touched, I would say most earnestly, most 
affectionately, act at once. It is never too late for 
those who, by God'agrace have the desire to repent, 
though it is always too late to put it off, for every 
hourvof delay makes repentance tenfold more im- 
probable and more difficult. No, it is never too late 
if with aU your hearts you will turn to Him, in 
penance, in contrition, in confession, iiT prayer. 
There is no sin which the Blood of Jesus is not 
availiQg to atone, none which the Church of 
Jesus is not commissioned to forgive. * He 
has left power to His Church to absolve all sin- 
ners that truly repent' (Visitation Service) O come, 
in penitence, come with himible heart-broken con- 
fession to be absolved. Think yet again, you who 
are tempted to say you need no repentance, you 
require no absolution. Are you quite sure you have 
fallen into no grevious sins ? or that if you have 
jouT contrition is perfect, your sin entirely par- 
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donedP Chiirt has mercifully left in His Chiirch the 
power of absolution, that sinners might have some 
better judge than their own deceitfid hearts of the 
sufficiency of their repentance, some better assu- 
rance than their own most erring convictions of the 
reality of their pardon. If you can do without 
His ordinance, so be it, only remember! it is a 
mistake that can be made but once, — and heaven or 
hell depends on the result. God grant you to lay 
the matter to heart so seriously now, that you may 
accept the bitterness of repentance and the shame 
of confession in this world, that so your souls may 
be saved in the day of the Lord. 
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CONVERSION. 



Jesus ! if in days gone by 

My heart liatli loyed the world too well, 
It needs more love for love of Thee 

To bid this cherished world farewell. 

O yes ! I can rejoice there are 
So many things on earth to love, 

So many idols for the fire 

My love and loyal change to prove. 

He that loves most hath most to lose. 
And willing loss is love's best prize ; 

The more that Yesterday hath loved. 
The more To-day can sacrifice. 

Earth ! thou art too beautiful ! 

And thou, dear Home ! thou art too sweet ! 
The winning ways of flesh and blood 

Too smooth for sinner's pilgrim feet ! 

bless thee, bless thee, lovely World ! 

That thou dost play so false a part. 
And drive, like sheep into a fold. 

Our loves into our Saviour's Heart. 

The woo^ and flowers, the running streams, 
The sunshine of the conmaon skies, 

The round of household peace — ^what heart 
But owjiB the might of these dear ties ? 
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The sweetness of known faces is 
A couch where weary souls repose ; 

Known voices are as David's harp 
Bewitching Saul's oppressive woes. 

And yet bright world ! thou art not wise ; 

no ! enchantress though thou art, 
Thou art not skilful in thy way 

Of dealing with a wearied heart. 

If thou hadst kept thy faith with me, 

1 might have been thy servant still; 
But ah ! lost love and broken faith, 

Poor World ! these are beyond thy skiU. 

This have I leaned upon, dear Lord ! 

This world hath had Thy rightful place ; 
come. Thou jealous King of love ! 

Come, and begin Thy reign of grace. 

banish me from all I love. 

The smiles of friends, the old fireside, 
And drive me to that home of homes. 

The Heart of Jesus Crucified. 

take the light away from earth. 
Take aU that men can love from me ; 

Let all I lean upon give away, 

That I may lean on nought but Thee ! 
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ARE YOU A COMMUNICANT? 
IF NOT— WHY NOT? 



" If a man love me, he will keep my commandments." — 
John xiv. 23. 

" This do in remembrance of me." — Luke xxii. 19. 

" Let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that 
bread and drink of that cup." — 1 Cor. xi. 28. 



Reader, • 

Do you see the point of the question I have 
put to you ? I do not ask whether or not you are a 
church-goer, but I ask, " are you a communicant T^ 
Mere church-going costs very little, and it gains 
what English people prize very highly — and what, 
when kept in its proper place is well worth having 
— a character for respectahility — and hence there are 
many, very many church-goers to one communicant. 
Many, very many to this end repair to the house 
of God, on the Sunday, without one thought of 
God in their minds, and hypocritically affect to 
desire to save their souls at a time when they hardly 
know that they have souls at all to save. And, 
therefore, again I repeat my question, are you a 
communicant ? or in other words. Do you attend 
the Lord's Supper ? 

1. Let me tell you that unless you are a com- 
mimicant, it is just of no use at all your coming to 
church, because by the fact of your not being a 
communicant you cut yourself off frota iwewS^iv- 



9hip with the church. Our dissenting brethren 
comprehend this when they speak of a member, 
meaning thereby a communicant. There is a real 
truth of doctrine contained in this little word mem- 
ber. It is a truth however which may be easily 
misunderstood. For do not imagine that because 
you thus wilfully cut yourself oflF from church mem- 
bership and by your own act and deed, as it were, 
excommunicate yourself, therefore you will v be 
judged by the same standard as a heathen. Oh no. 
You have been brought into covenant with God in 
baptism and though you may refuse to accept the 
benefits of that covenant, still you cannot evade its 
responsibilities. Woxdd to God I could persuade my- 
self that the great mass of worldly, careless, ungod- 
ly, unrenewed men that meet me at every turning 
were as the heathen ! My soul would be more at 
ease concerning them, for to the heathen — to Sodom 
and Gomorrha it shall be greatly more tolerable 
than to them. But, alas, they are not, they can- 
not be heathen, for they are Christian men, baptized 
men, whom God has endowed with all Christian 
knowledge and overlaid with all Christian qualities, 
and, therefore, it is plain that they will be judged 
as prodigal children who have squandered away 
their inheritance, not as aliens who have never 
possessed any. They will be judged as a wife who 
has been contracted and espoused to the Lord, not 
as a strange woman. In a word, they shall be 
judged according to the awfiil language of Scrip- 
ture, 08 those who have trodden underfoot the Son of 
God and counted the blood of the covenant wherewith 
they have been sanctified an unholy thing, and 
done despite unto the Spirit of grace. And, think ye, 
shall not such be found worthy of sore punishment, 
indeed ? 
But I fiaid that unless you are a communicant 
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your coining to church is of no avail at all, why 
not ? why, because the Holy Eucharist is the basis 
and foundation of all other religious services. They 
are all merely helps and additions to this, as they 
owe all their weight and efficacy to it. This sacra- 
ment was ordained to commemorate the death of 
Christ for our sins, His resurrection for our justi- 
fication and the gift of eternal life which we receive 
by Him. It was ordained also to be the perpetual 
means of applying through faith these benefits to 
us. It is the consecrated channel through which 
are conveyed to the baptized the inestimable bene- 
fits of the sacrifice of Calvary, and of the abiding 
intercession of the Great High Priest who now 
pleads for us within the veil in the upper Sanctu- 
ary. The fact of your baptism fixes upon you 
the obligation of being a communicant, a regular 
commimicant, so soon as you shall have been con- 
firmed and your years and knowledge shall be suffi- 
cient to enable you to comprehend something of the 
untold worth of that holy mystery, and of tha privi- 
leges, vouchsafed to you therein. You cannot escape 
from this duty. Nothing can wipe out the seal of 
baptism. It is part of yourself and therefore you 
can no more escape from this duty than you can 
escape from yourself. If you were to die as you 
now are, having rejected the holy communion as 
often as it was offered to you, you die under an 
accumulated load of guilt we hardly dare think of. 
You have refused the only food on which your new 
life could be sustained, and as life cannot be sus- 
tained without food, tell me will you not quit this 
world spiritually dead ? Secondly, you have de- 
spised the communion of saints, in refusing to par- 
I take with them of the common bread and common 
cup, and so you have no right to expect any share 
in the prayers, intercessions, bles^in^s^ %vi^^^ -sss.^ 
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thanksgivings of Christ's clmrch, from which you 
liave of your own free will exiled yourself. Thirdly 
you dishonour the church which admitted you to 
the privileges of membership with Christ in the 
Liver of regeneration. Fourthly, you outrage God 
the Father who has spread His table for you ; God 
the Son who has given Himself as the Paschal 
Tiamb to be your spiritual food and sustenance in 
that Holy Sacrament ; God the Holy Ghost who 
doth prepare guests for that heavenly banquet, 
washing them in His blood, and robing them in the 
imputed righteousnes of Christ. Lastly you do 
what lies in your power to second the impious at- 
t(^mpt of antichrist, even to abolish the Church 
from the face of the earth, because it is as clear as 
day that if all were to follow your example in aban- 
doning the most holy of all the ordinances, not only 
would this, but every lesser ordinance be brought 
into contempt and forgotten. And antichrist's last 
and most daring outrage on heaven's majesty would 
be brought to pass when in the midst of the week 
the sacrifice and the oblation had been made to 
cease. 

2. But if you are not a communicant, why are 
you not? You surely must have some reason 
to give yourself for your neglect. What is your 
apology? Is it your evil life? Then take that 
and add it to the heavy reckoning of guilt under 
which I have just told you, you must fall so long 
as you persist in turning away from the Holy 
Supper. Is it your ignorance? Then take that 
and add it to the rest. Or is it that you have no 
time at present to think about such matters? And 
that, I say, add also. What ? are you such a re- 
probate that you will strive to justify yourself, b;^ 
shewing how very wicked and obstinate you are. 
If jrou are ignorant, go to your Parish Priest and 



be instructed. If you are wicked, forsake your 
wickedness. If you are such a drudge to the 
world, be so no longer. These additional acts of 
iniquity will certainly not justify the other though 
they wiU serve greatly to increase your damnation. 
Perhaps, however, you will plead humility or a 
distrust in yourself as the cause of your absence 
from the Christian Sacrifice. "I am not good 
enough" — ^you will say. Reader, why are you not 
good enough? and if not good enough, say. Are 
you good enough to die, and who shall tell but that 
your soul may be required of you this night ? No, 
this is the humility of Friend, this is indolent 
indifference that Satan so proves no true humility, 
no proper sense of your own unworthiness. It is 
idleness, sheer idleness, because if when you say 
you are not good enough to approach the Holy 
Table, you mean that you are living in the indul- 
gence of any known sin, then indeed, I grant you, 
you are not good enough but dare you die? If 
however you mean that though not living in the 
indulgence of known sin, still you are so engrossed 
with the world and the world's business as not to 
be able to turn a sufficiently serious thought to 
the concerns of your soul and your hereafter, 
then too, I grant you, you are not good enough. 
But I also tell you that the world has set up just 
as high and strong a wall between you and your 
God as any more carnal sin could have done. 
And you, I ask you, Dare you die? But if you 
mean that you are not living in the indulgence of 
any known sin and do think seriously about eter- 
nit}'', but that you are conscious of occasional 
outbursts of temper, it may be, and other such 
sign of human frailtv which you do your best to 
check and never wilfully indulge, then I say 
you are good enough noii\ But I also cautioiv ^^>3c 
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that if you still reject this appeal, your present 
frailties will soon become your besetting sins and 
these will grow upon you and ere long master 
you. And while you are now, an object of deep 
anxiety to the Holy Ghost and of tender yearn- 
ing to the Saviour who is now striving to win you 
by this melting welcome — " Come tmto me thou 
that labourest and art heavy laden and I will give 
you rest.'^ — you may not be again. For God's 
Spirit will not always be striving with you ! .you 
are grieving, and, remember, you may quench the 
Holy Ghost! You will never again, I say, hear 
the inviting accents of that heavenly voice until 
you are thnlled by its altered tones of thunder as 
they issue from the Son of man clad in aU the 
just wrath of Judgment — " Depart from me ye ac- 
cursed into everlasting fire, prepared for the Devil 
and his Angels." 

Reader, do you know what is meant by the sin 
against the Holy Ghost spoken of in the Gospel, 
and " the sin unto death " mentioned by St. John 
in his first Epistle ? It is that state of hopeless 
obstinacy and complete spiritual insensibility, when 
a man has so often grieved and resisted and quench- 
ed the Holy Spirit, that at length he is given over 
to himself. Then has he compassed that deadly 
ofience which rears a hopeless obstacle against 
his return — ^then has he been guilty of that 
blasphemy to which no forgiveness can be granted. 
Why ? — just because the man who has advanced 
this length feels no movement of conscience towards 
that ground on which alone forgiveness can be 
granted — and which is never refused to. the 
blackest and most malignant of human ofienders. 
Oh, do not fancy, dear reader, that this is a sin 
peculiar to the age in which the Saviour lived, 
or at least one that need only concern those who 



have earned for themselves some rash and mon- 
strous distinction by the daring of their feats of 
impiety. Oh no ! It is a sin that may be seen at 
this day in thousands and tens of thousands, who 
by a habit of silencing the promptings of the 
Holy Ghost in conscience, have at length stifled 
it altogether, and having thus driven out their 
inward guide have rocked themselves into a 
spiritual death-trance from which they will never 
awake, and so will never, never, obtain forgiveness ; 
— not because God has changed His mercy, but 
because they have changed their capacity for 
mercy ; not because God at any time witholds 
pardon from the penitent, but because penitence 
is to them now, without mistake, simply im- 
practicable. And, 0, it is fearfully instructive 
and full of warning to trace the history of the 
sinner from his first outset in the broad way that 
leadeth to the chambers of death, up to the fatal 
point where the Holy Ghost abandons him for 
ever. He first of all commits some known sin, 
or neglects some known duty — it may be he omits 
his private prayers — prayers hallowed by all the 
sacred memories of childhood — well, for a time ho 
feels xmhappy and uneasy, but as his is not " godly 
sorrow,'' it soon wears otf, and so far from working 
repentance, it simply paves the way to a second 
ofience, and this to a third, and that to a fourth, 
and so on. Soon begins the career of defiance to 
the small still voice within, until his sin — (each 
stage of his sin has been, you will observe, a de- 
liberate opposition to the gracious working of the 
Holy Ghost) — ^until this sin against the Holy 
Ghost, I say, is now wrought up to such a pitch 
of intensity and enormity, tliat that Divine 
Person is provoked to take this final and ine- 
versable leave of the man. 
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There then the tale is told! There is the 
life and death of a vessel of wrath ! How full of 
awful solemn instruction to the unconverted man ! 
Every slighted call to prayer nears him to that 
point. Every neglected summons to the Holy 
Communion nears him to it. Every imheeded 
warning nears him to it. Every sermon heard 
but not acted upon nears him to it. The perusal 
of this very tract may near him to it, and therefore 
it is that we can never consent to repentance on 
any other terms than repentance now. It is on 
this account that we can never listen without 
alarm to aU the miserable folly talked about the 
eleventh hour — on this accoimt that we can never 
speak to the ungodly and the worldling in any 
other language than to-day, while it is called to-day 
— ^that we never can lay before them the gift of an 
offered Saviour and a free pardon through His 
blood without this addition, that now, now is your 
accepted time, now is the day of salvation. 

3. If then the peril of those who stand aloof 
from this holy ordinance be so imminent — their 
spiritual condition so deplorable and well-nigh 
desperate, ought not we, their brethren, to look 
upon them with a tender and pitiful eye, with 
the deepest anxiety, with the most affectionate 
alarm, as men labouring under some strong de- 
lusion, or given over to the dominion of some 
very evil spirit ? Ought not we to strain every 
nerve and make every attempt to convince them 
of their danger? A blind man (he is a fellow 
creature) is standing on the brink of a preci- 
pice, will you not draw him back ? Oh yes — Surely 
we ought to use all diligent caution, and earnest 
instruction, and loving correction, to deliver 
such men from their present snare. Souls for 
which the Sou of God shed His blood are not to 



"be tossed off as though they were any body's con- 
cern, that is no body's. They are your concern 
and they are my concern — they are our common 
concern. Of course this duty belongs chiefly 
to those who are set apart for the work of the 
ministry ; yet still it does in a measure appertain 
to all. It is a parent's duty to a child. It is a 
master's duty to his servant. It is a brother's 
duty to a brother. And so it is a caU addressed 
to each and all of us indimdually, for we are all 
brethren. " For ye are the body of Christ and 
members in particular." 

There is a talent that is committed to all. It is 
the talent of influence. There is none so himible, 
so lowly, so obscure, who can help having some 
influence (and woe to him if it be for evil) upon 
those with whom this lot is cast. — Reader, are you 
a parent ? If so, I ask you to tell me why so 
few of the young — especially of young men — are 
partakers of the Holy Eucharist. Do you not 
know why ? I wiU tell you, just because so few 
of you, parents, are. If you sow in your children, 
either by precept or example, the seeds of un- 
godliness and the neglect of sacred privileges, 
why marvel at the fruitfulness of Satan's crop ? 
If you are too idle, or too lazy, or too indifferent, 
to sow good seed, and just let any chance seed 
that the winds may carnr thither spring up in 
their hearts, don't expect Satan to be equally idle, 
or lazy, or indifferent. If religion be to the full as 
important as morality to your child's temporal 
happiness and eternal welfare, how is it that you 
take care to give him the latter, but leave the 

former to ^Satan ? It is strange to listen to 

the excuses that people will make to themselves 
for the neglect of these simple duties. I have 
heard some plead thus : — " Since we caun^t <5^^ 
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ourselves change our son's heart, nor lead his 
mind to Jesus, nor in any other way bear an 
immediate part in his salvation, it can be of little 
avail to distress either him or ourselves by la- 
borious pains-taking ; and it would be positively 
presumptuous to suppose that we can bring him a 
jot nearer to God." — ^This delusion springs from 
a forgetfulness that God is pleased to work by 
means — from a forgetfulness too of that key stone 
of Christianity, the doctrine of Baptismal Re- 
generation — and so a forgetftdness that a baptized 
child differs altogether from an imbaptized one in 
this, viz. that in the former there has been im- 
planted a new principle — the grass or seed of 
spiritual life. These arguments might stand if 
there were not in the baptized, so to speak, an 
inner spiritual nature that has to be trained, and 
disciplined, and educated, in a system closely akin 
to that which is applied to the moral nature. 
And I do say that nothing under Heaven so much 
contributes to an individual's final salvation as 
the right culture under the Christian parent's 
roof. And I do say, that had you who now have 
to lament, it may be, a son's mdifference to his 
soul's concern, taken half the pains, or a quarter 
of the pains, to educate that son for the full en- 
joyment of that heavenly citizenship to which 
he was by baptism admitted, which you take to 
educate him for the full rights of earthly citizen- 
ship, he would then have been just as jealous to 
live up to the former as he is now to live up to 
the latter. And I do say that if he be not found 
at the last enrolled as a fellow-citizen with the 
Saints and one of the household of God, you will 
have much to answer for, how much judge ye ? 

4. And now, reader, let me anticipate what 
I surely hope may be the case, that you are 
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convinced of the sin and folly and danger you are 
incurring by not being a communicant. Let me 
trust that you are now convinced that it is your 
duty to approach the altar of jrour God. And 
therefore I will now conclude this tract by a few 
words on the necessary preparation you must 
undergo ere you can be fit to be the guest at 
so divine and heavenly a feast. 

The Apostle Saint Paul says, you will remember, 
in 1 Cor. xi. 28, " Let a man examine himself, 
and so let him eat of that bread and drink of that 
cup." Now our translation, " Let a man examine 
himself," neither conveys all the Apostle wrote, 
and is moreover open to this possible misappre- 
hension, that you might be led so to pervert the 
text, as to suppose that all you had to do in order 
to be a meet partaker of the blessed sacrament 
was simply to examine yourself — ^in a word, that 
the right preparation for it began and ended with 
the bare process of self-examination. But this 
is not what the Apostle really says. His real 
direction is this — " Let a man prove himself " — 
" Let him pass muster upon himself :" and in 
order to compass this end you will have to set out, 
it. is true, with self-examination, but by no manner 
of means to stand still there. You will have to 
advance through self-examination, prayer, medi- 
tation, the study of God's word, and all the other 
lesser aids to penitence, until you come up to 
that point when you are in a state of grace, or 
when repentance has so wrought in you its 
thorough work, that did you then die you would 
be saved. 

I cannot within the remaining space unfold 
more to you than that first and most vital aid to 
penitence suggested by the Apostle's words self- 
examination. On no subject ^^Tlaac^^ ^st^^^^^saassa* 
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of men more Ignorant I take it than on this. Well 
then, you must examine your past history, your 
present history, and your future history. 

(1.) What of the past ? Why this said past is in 
moat men's minds beset with such a host of delu- 
sions that it is most difficult to know where to 
begin and which to clear off first. We will set out 
however with this broad position that sin is not 
effaced hy time. A sin committed twenty years ago 
is just as much a sin now as it was on the day that 
witnessed its commission, and if not repented of 
will serve as effectually to seal your death sentence 
at the last as if it had been the closing act of your 
dying bed. Men seem to think that when they 
have once begun to look seriously to their God, 
their souls, and their hereafter, they have nothing 
more to do but simply to live on quietly and soberly 
in the due observance of holy ordinances to the 
end of the chapter, and that then shall go straight 
to heaven. They think in fact that they may spend 
a youth in vanity, ungodliness, aye, even in profli- 
gacy, and then when the edge of their relish for 
such pleasures is quite worn off they may for a time 
betake themselves to a more respectable line of 
sinful enjoyment — such as ambition or money 
making for instance ; and then after this, if they 
only give the brief remnant of their time to religion 
that somehow or other the past will be cancelled 
out of the book of God's remembrance ; and they 
will depart this life with the assured hope of a 
glorious immortaKty. Yet how can sin be forgiven 
merely because it is bygone ? Sin can be forgiven 
only on repentance. Every sin requires a repent- 
ance for itself. You cannot compound for sin. 
We have no authority to offer you any other terms 
of forgiveness than these. And therefore if your 
^self-examination is not a down-right trifling with 
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the name, if you are in earnest about it, then re- 
call the whole of the past as best you can. No one 
instance in which you have ever made an inroad 
upon the integrity of God's law is too trifling to 
be passed over in review. Every one will most 
assuredly be brought to light on the morning of 
the day of judgment, and therefore we warn you 
against any omission. At that great day of terror 
and of wonder every sin — sin not repented of in 
youth, and sin not repented of in age — rovery sin 
from the thoughtless disobedience of a child to 
murder or hatred of God w^ill be made to stand 
forth in an awful and palpable reality to witness 
against you. And as we do not see any way of 
escape out of t^is position that one deadly sin ml- 
fully nnrepented of will consign you to shame and 
ererlmting contempt, how can we drive you to a too 
minute or ' searching self-scrutiny ? my dear 
reader, no longer play with your eternal interests, 
awake, awake out of sleep, the night is far spent, 
the day of vengeance is at hand ! Awake, awake ! 
every hour the past deepens and darkens ! Hold 
it, read it while you may! make it speak. It 
holds your sentence in its iron grasp. Arrest its 
secrets, and when you have so arrested them tell 
them all in sorrowful confession to your heavenly 
Father and he will impart to you in return a 
clearer and a sadder knowledge of them and of 
yourself. Be not dismayed because at first you can 
only remember a fraction of the past. Take that 
and tell it to your God ; and as you stand in the 
full gaze of His all-seeing eye you will behold the 
secret house of your conscience so lighted up that 
sins before unseen will one by one come striking 
out to view, while others too dimly apprehended 
before will grow into a painful and terrific dis- 
tinctness as exceeding sinful \ \S1 ^^ ^^r^^^ '^^^^ 
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record is unrolled, written on within and without 
with offences, omissions, broken vows, and all your 
aggravated ingratitude. 

(2.) What of the present? ^Vhy let it be a 
witness to the past, you say you have repented of 
past sins. Then of course you are not living in the 
indulgence of any of those sins. But we would 
also have you know that you have not repented 
for the past unless you still feel a godly sorrow 
for it. That sorrow must never slumber till you 
are laid in the grave. It must be no momentary 
disgust of sin. It must be a continual hatred of 
sin. — Such an abiding abhorrence of your former 
unconverted self as will impart a solemn and a 
chastened, though not a gloomy or sour hue to 
your every action. This is the 'plain scriptural 
doctrine of the matter, but the proud and deceitful 
and desperately wicked heart of mam is ever re- 
belling against it. The tempter cheats men in 
different ways out of that "godly sorrow" which 
alone can carry repentance on to Salvation. Some- 
times he whispers to you thus — "God never in- 
tended to make His creatures imhappy, eat, drink, 
and be merry." Sometimes it is thus — " Dare you 
then so impugn the sufficiency of the Saviour's 
atonement as to insert into it any meritorious 
sorrow of your own? Eat, drink, and be merry." 
These common delusions on which thousands of 
souls, age after age make shipwreck, are all the 
promptings of Satan. Do not give into the popu- 
lar notion that because these are remons and reli- 
gious reaso^is therefore Satan has nothing to do 
with them. These are topics he loves to expatiate 
upon. He reasons so well, and above all on religion^ 
that here he can almost deceive even the very 
elect. No. Sorrow for the past must always temper 
the present, and you must not forget that though 
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now an heir of heaven through hope still you are 
walking around the snares and countless pit -falls 
of earth. You must let the past throw a shade 
over the present and never lose sight of the shame 
and confusion of face that well nigh overwhelmed 
you at your conversion. The man in whom this 
sorrow resides not may be reformed, he is not 
penitent He is not converted. He has got tired 
of one species of him and so he has taken up with 
another. Pride, or ambition, or money making, 
now hold the room of dishonesty, or profaneness, or 
sensuality. But God has still no place in their 
heart. One idol has been dethroned in order that 
another might be enthroned in its stead and God 
will judge then^ "according to the multitude of 
his idols." 

(3.) What of the future? Why learn this? What 
are we now ? We are the offspring of the past. 
" The child is Father to the man." Our present 
characters are the result of aU that we have desired 
and done. Every deed has contributed something 
to the structure and exists there as literally as 
the stone in a building on whose courses it was 
laid. So it will be with the future. You may 
therefore mould it as you please. But on this ac- 
coimt you will be held doubly answerable for the 
shape it eventually assimies. And does not this 
thought stamp even our most trivial actions with 
an eternal worth and import ? What then of the 
future? Why live for it in the present. Pray 
that you may have grace and strength to persevere 
faithful unto the end so that in the eternal future 
you may appear perfect before God in Zion. 
Cherish in you those safe-guards of the future — 
faith and hope and so will your conversation be in 
heaven, because from that quarter you are looking 
for the Saviour, even the liord Je«w^ CjVts&\, 
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Reader, 

Do you think the task I have imposed upon you 
too great? Great indeed, it is but too great, it 
cannot be. For consider the interest at stake — 
your soul, and what will you be profited, I ask if 
you shaU gain the whole world and lose your own 
soul? or what shall you give in exchange for your 
soul? And I do say that the process of self-ex- 
amination that I have described as alone making a 
man a meet partaker of the Holy Eucharist is not a 
whit more labourous than that which every man 
must go through who would escape Hell-fire. 
For though you cannot now make up your mind 
to come into the presence of your Lord in the 
Sacrament of His broken body and shed blood, 
because you are too much wedded to the world to 
prepare for that heavenly feast, still tell me how 
will you escape coming into the presence of the 
same Lord — your judge — hereafter? You tcill 
die. Do you doubt that? And how can you be 
fit to look upon your Grod with unveiled face then, 
if you dare not or will not look upon Him under 
the veil of earthly things now ? Therefore if you 
are not a communicant, why are you not? Ans- 
wer me that question. There is your all staked 
upon it — your Soul. 

I will add no more. May God bless what has 
been said and do you, reader, pray for me. 

Your afiectionate friend, 

A PARISH PRIEST. 



HYMN FOE THE BLESSED SACRAMENT. 



** My delights were with the soiis of men^ — Prov. viii. 31. 



Jesu, it was surely sweet 

To sit and listen at Thy feet, 

With those who in Thy life drew near, 

Thy words of love and grace to hear. 



II. 



And sweet it was to walk with Thee, 
Beside the lake of Galilee ; 
Or, safe embarked in Peter's boat. 
O'er its blue waves with Thee to float. 



III. 



But sweeter far it is to pray 
Before Thine altar-throne to-day, — 
For there the atoning Sacrifice, 
Jesus, the world's Redeemer lies. 



IV. 



Hail Jesus, hail, my dearest Lord, 
By seraph choirs in heaven adored ; 
Hail Jesus, who art hidden thus 
On this poor earth for love of ua. 



PRAYER FOR HOLY COMMUNION. 

Lord Jesus Christ, who in Thy last supper 
with Thy disciples didst ordain in the blessed 
sacrament a perpetual memorial of Thy passion 
until Thy coming again ; grant unto us we beseech 
Thee, such discernment of the holy mysteries, that 
we may continually receive the full benefit of Thy 
redeeming love ; who livest and reignest with the 
Father and the Holy Ghost, one God, world with- 
out end. Amen. 
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ARE YOU A CHRISTIAN 
INWARDLY? 



Dear Eeader, 

The question I ask you is a very solemn 
one. I do not know who you are : but I do know 
that, whoever you are, you will do well to give 
this question your most serious attention. It is a 
question, the answer to which is known probably 
already to two Beings, at least — ^to God and the 
Evil Spirit, Can you answer it ? This is what I 
want you to lose no time in finding out. It is a 
question which sooner or later you will have to 
fece, at the bar of God. You will save time and 
trouble, and it may be, through the Precious 
Blood of our Divine Redeemer, your undying 
soul, if you idjce it now. 

I ask you then : Are you a Christian inwardly? 
By which I mean, have you the Spirit of Jesus 
Christ? Because St. Paul says, Aat whatever 
else you may have, or be, nothing will avail if you 
have not this Spirit. " K any man have not the 
Spirit of Christ, he is none of His.'' (Rom. viii. 9.) 

1. Tou are not a formalist ? You do not put 
your trust in forms and outward observances. 
This, you think, proves that you have the ^irit 
of our Blessed Lord. Now, my dear reader, I am 

flad, heartily glad, that it is with you as you say. 
f your conscience bears you out in saying that 
you go to church, for examp\e>, Tia\. xjcdSksScsss^ 



and from custom, but purely from a wisli to do 
the will of Jesus Christ : I rejoice with you. To 
use forms, without Kfe, and zeal, is opposed to the 
Spirit of Jesus Christ. He detected and denounced 
this sin in the Scribes and Pharisees. He will not 
endure it in His followers. But here you will 
remark two points, which cannot be overlooked 
without considerable danger. 

(1.) First, it map be vour own fault that par- 
ticular forms do not lift you up to Christ. And 
this is certain to be the case when the Church, 
who is Christ's own spouse, and who has His 
interests 90 entirely at heart, proposes any form for 
your observance. Learn therefore to suspect your- 
self. Remember that the most spiritual worship we 
know of is also the most formal. Eead what we 
are told about the worship of God in Heaven in 
Rev. iv. 9, 10, 11, or IsaiaJi vi. 3. There you see 
the AU-Mighty and Ever-Blessed Trinity adored 
by the hi^est Intelligences which surround the 
Throne. There too you mark the ceaseless repe- 
tition of a single form. I might shew you too 
from Rom. xii. 1, or fipom 1 Cor. vi. 20, that the 
body has a part assigned to it in Christian worship, 
just as much as the soul. The danger and sin con- 
sists not in the worship of God wim the knees and 
lips, — ^but in the forgetting Him at the heart. Those 
who use forms do not therefore fall into this sin : nor 
are those who dispense with them certain or 
specially likely to escape it. 

(2.) Secondly, if you have been preserved £i?om 
this sin, I again rejoice with ypu. You owe your 
preservation to the ^ace and mercy of our Lord. 
Be sure to thank Him ; and be careful not to 
think that you are better than others because you 
are more sagacious, or more sensible, or have ihore 
strength of character. But further— and this is 



what I want you to observe particularly — " not to 
be a formalist" (s no^- another name for "the 
Spirit of our Lord Jesus Christ," although to be 
one, may be and is inconsistent with that Spirit. 
I do not ask you what you are not, or what you 
do not do, I ask you what you are, or rather what 

iron have. Have you the Spirit of Christ ? Don't 
et the Devil lay your conscience by whispering to 
you that you don t approve of forms. That is no 
answer at all. Christ's Spirit is not merely the 
opposite of something else. To have this Spirit is 
not merely to be opposed to formalism. To have 
this Spirit is to have something positive, something 
in itself, something which has not only an inner 
life of purity and vigour " hidden with Christ in 
God " — ^but also an outward mark, and character, 
and bearing, in the eyes of men, which asserts 
Christ's presence in the world in the persons of 
His servant^. You are not a formalist. Good ! 
But to detect error is not necessarily to arrive at 
truth. To avoid sin is not the same thing as the 
practice of holiness. 

2. You have been baptized. By Baptism you 
were taken out of the kingdom of Satan ^nd of 
death. Millions are left in that outer darkness: 
but God chose t/ou to take a place in His Kingdom. 
That He might exalt and display His free grace. 
He took you when you were an infant and had 
and could have no hand in the matter. Why He 
chose you, and left others, is hidden in the mystery 
of His purpose. He does not tell us why He acts 
as He does. " He refused the tabernacle of Joseph 
and chose not the tribe of Ephraim ; but chose the 
tribe of Judah." (Ps. Ixxviii. 68, 69.) You may 
be sure of this, that " He brought you out because 
He had a favour unto you." He meant yoa to W. 
saved if you would only let ^inv^aN^ ^<5s\* ^^^^s^ 
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He took you, you were a child of wrath. He made 
you a member of Jesus Christ: He gave you His 
Nature, and with His nature, His Spirit. To deny 
this is to deny the work of Christ — ^it is to imperil 
your eternal salvation. You have had Christ's 
Spirit if you have been baptized. That I not only 
admit : I assert it, as, beyond all question, certain 
to a Christian man. " But T ask you : have you 
that Spirit now?'* That is the point. 

You may have grieved Him (Eph. iv. 30.) al- 
though he had sealed you unto the day of Redemp- 
tion. You may have 'neglected' Him. (1 Tim. 
iv. 14.^ You may have ' quenched ' him (1 Thes. 
V. 19.) Mortal sin, unrepented of, can do this. 
God's Spirit will not always strive with man. 
There is a point at which He withdraws Himself. 
True ! He leaves an indelible mark upon the soul, 
which He had visited, and which has banished Him 
— ^upon the soul which rejected Him when He 
wished to save it. Such a soul, though Apostate, 
can never be as though it were unbaptized. Dear 
Reader, is this so with you ? Is there reason to 
fear that by deadly, repeated, unrepented sin, you 
have lost the grace of Baptism — and are again 
naked in the eye of God and defenceless against 
the Evil Spirit. It is so with thousands — ^nay, with 
the great majority of the Baptized. Do not shirk 
the enquiiy : because it might settle my question 
at once. How is it with you? That you have 
been baptized, makes it certain that you have had 
Christ's Spirit. But it does not prove that you 
have not forfeited the gift of Life. And remember 
to have received grace without obeying it is far 
worse than to have had no grace at all. 

3. Tou take an interest in Religion. This again 
proves something in your favour. A great num- 
ber of men neglect religion altogether. They 



think it well enough for children and old people 
who have nothing better to do. They deem it out 
of the question for practical, hardheaded men, who 
hm>e a business to attend to. As they say of them- 
selves, they are "men of the world.'' They live 
in it, and for it. When questions of schools, and 
missions to the heathen, and doctrines and other 
religious matters are agitated, they become impa- 
tient of what they consider a waste of time. I am 
supposing that it is otherwise with you — ^that you 
take an interest, more or less lively and genume, 
in matters of this kind. I am supposing that you 
recognize more or less clearly, this great truth, — 
that the only business which has any right to the 
mo%t serious, and sustained attention of an immortal 
Spirit, is the business of Salvation. " Seek ye first 
the Kingdom of God and His Righteousness — and 
all these things " of every day life " shall be added 
unto you.", (Matt. vi. 33.) You see this; do you? 
Thank God for having enlightened you so far, 
when He has left others in darkness. But do not 
mistake this proof of God's mercy: do not take it 
to mean more than it does. It is one thing to 
have an interest in religious matters : it is another 
to have the Spirit of Jesus Christ. Many people 
get as far as a general interest in religion. They 
look on Beligion as a matter of great speculative 
interest, which it is. They look on it as a strength 
and support to the institutions of the country; 
and they are right. It makes men loyal and ge- 
nerous; it enables the poor Christian man to recog- 
nize on the Throne of God, a Friend and a Brother, 
and he suffers privations gladly instead of becom- 
ing a gnmibler and seditious, and disaffected — 
because by suffering, he becomes conformed to 
Jesus Christ. In this way religion does a «53t- 
vice to the state and to socvfet^\ «sA *ficcfi» Sa^ ^^'^ 



8 

motive of the interest whicli many men take 
in it. But tHs is not the interest which the word, 
and graoe, and Cross^ and Sacraments of God, de- 
mand? Header, do you care about Beligi^a for 
the sake of your undying soul, or for something 
else P If the latter, vou are still with the devil ^nd 
the world. If the fi)rmer, you are I trust on the 
Bight Bead: but you have not the Spirit of Christ, 
as a matter of course. For that Spirit is not your 
poor human feelings abotit Him and His interests, 
but it is a gift of Sis to t/ou. He only can give 
you His Spirit, and make you, if He wills a Mlar 
of His Church within her. You can, I admit, make 
an outside buttress of yourself if you like — ^for your 
own interests. Nximbers do so, who never enter her 
walls — and who are wholly ignorant of the Spirit 
of her Lord. Jesus Christ makes use of them, 
but 'they have their reward' in their own mis^- 
able motives. Dear Header, is this so with youP 
Do you gain anything in the way of respectability, 
or custom, or station by the interest you take in 
Religion, and if so is this gain of yours the motive 
of that interest in any degree P Don't revise to 
breast this question. It is vital. It is to the 
point, when you are tmng to discover whether 
you have the Spirit of uhrist, or no; whether you 
are or are not a Christian inwardly. 

4. Tou have a lively faith in God's promises. If 
your faith is real faith, if it is not mere hard con- 
viction of the reason, such as a man may have 
about the excellence of a particular form of govern- 
ment, or the application of steam, — remember that 
it is a solemn deposit. It comes from God. He 
has infiised it into your soul. He will hold you 
responsible for the use you make of it. But try to 
ascertain whether it is faith or only conviction. 
Tiyr to End out whether it is mainly seated in 
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your head, or in vour heart. Thousands fancy 
they have faith, who know not what faith means. 
Faith is the work — the effect of grace — just as 
true Christian works are. And so the Apostle tells 
us " by gracey ye are saved through faith," i. e. 
because faith comprehends the possession of grace 
" and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God." 
(Eph. ii. 5.) If you have real faith, I admit that 
you have at least a portion of Christ's Spirit, that 
you have the foundation of the Inward Christian. 
But all is not gold that glitters. A dead faith, is 
often mistaken for a living one. Nature has been 
learning for 1800 years to mimic the creations of 
grace. Sometimes she can deceive great servants 
of God by her false productions. Men who give an 
outward assent to the creed and the Bible sit side 
by side with those who live in the unseen world. 
Two men look tl^e same, and hold the same langu- 
age. To one Jesus is a mere name, to the other, 
He is a Friend, more constantly and certainly 

E resent than anything or auy person they see, and 
ear, and feel, with their bodily senses. The one 
man is a creature of the earth ; the " conversation" 
of the other " is in heaven." 

At the Jast, we know how it will be : " one shall be 
taken and the other left." Now the Divine Spirit 
alone can draw the line with unerring precision 
between the living and the dead. You have been 
baptized? If so, you certainly have had the grace 
which is necessary to real faith. Have you lost 
that grace by unrepented mortal sin ? That is the 
point. If so, are you prepared to confess that sin 
which weighs on your conscience, and to get your 
soul washed in the Blood of Jesus Christ through 
the absolutions of His Church ? That is not real 
faith which makes light of sin, or ^hkfcL^^ ^iw^^sjec^* 
to abide ita hateful presence m^^ ^o>q^. "V^^ossk^ 
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be a strong conviction. It may, even, stir up 
strong feelings. The devils have an intimate con- 
viction of the truth of Religion, and this conviction 
produces an abiding effect upon their feelings. 
** The devils also believe and tremble ?" (James ii. 
19.) Faith is a great grace: but it has a mark 
which you must never forget. It will not put up 
with sin. Sin is poison in the eye of faith: faith 
is poisoned by sin when she does not crush and 
expel it from the soul. The two are sworn enemies. 
" Whosoever abideth in Ood sinneth not," (1 John 
iii. 6.) Remember that you stn, so long as your 
past sins, however long ago committed, are unfor- 
given. Remember that you expect one day to ap- 
pear before Jesus Christ, the Judge of the living 
and the dead. St. John lays it down as a Rule, 
that " every man that hath this hope in him puri- 
fieth himself." (1 John iii. 3.) Has it occurred to 
you that you can prove the sincerity, the genuine- 
ness, the diidne or human character of your belief 
by a test so simple? If so, have you acted on the 
suggestion? — ^Again; true faith 'worketh by love.* 
This is a mark you must never overlook, about 
which perhaps i shall say more another day. 
These tests, if you push them home, and are honest 
with yourself, will materially assist you in the en- 
quiry whether you are or are not a Christian in- 
wardly. 

5. But, f/ou have an assurance that you will he 
saved. You say that you cannot be mistaken. 
You say that this 'assurance' relieves you from 
any further anxiety. It would argue you think, a 
distrust of God's mercy toward you, if you were to 
enter upon the question I have proposed, as having 
a real practical bearing on your eternal prospects. 
And yet, St. Paul does not say that if any man 
Iiave an assurance that lie wiH^e Bave^,\i\a «»\^i^- 



You ^possess many good books, lo 
* religious circle ' of acquaintances. ^ 
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tion is certain. He says that he himself feared 
" lest after he had preached to others, he should 
be a cast-away." (1 Cor. ix. 27.) He says that "if 
any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none 
of His." (Eom. viii. 9.) You may be saved then, at 
least, without having an ' assurance:' further than 
this I will not enter on the subject. But be 
saved, you cannot, if you do not possess the Spirit 
of the Kedeemer. You are bound therefore to en- 
tertain the question, with which this tract is 
headed. You read God's Holy Word often. 

Tou move in a 
You are look- 
ed upon as an experienced Christian. You are 
well acquainted with Gospel truth. It is well: 
but — ^have you the Spirit of Jesus Christ? Does 
your inner fife give the Ke to your outward Repu- 
tation? Are you a Christian mwardly ? It is not 
a very broad or very plain line which separates 
your assurance from presumption. 

St. Paul says that the fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy> peace, longsuflFering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, meekness, temperance. (Gal. v. 22, 23.) 
Here dear Reader you can try yourself by what 
God expects of you. Read too what we are told 
about Christian Love in 1 Cor. xiii. You see there 
what the grace of the Sacraments ought to do. Now 
ask yourself what that grace effects in you ? If you 
are m the One Vine (John xv. 4, 5.) remembear that 

Jour life in Him depends on your diligence. " Every 
ranch fei me that beareth not fruit He taketh 
away." (John xv. 2.) Be severe with yourself — ^are 
you living among others and before God as one in 
possession of the Spirit of Christ ? You will see 
further what this Spirit is, if I remind you of the 
chief means of acquiring it. "I\jLd.^<i ^^^sr?tf^^'* 
(1 Cor. xi, 31.) as we proceed.. 
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You ask me, " How am I td gain this Spirit" — 
That is, how am I to live, and act, so as to have 
His Life in my Soul P 

1. Associate with those whom t/ou believe to be good 
Christians. Since our Blessed Lord's Ascension 
His Spirit has never ceased to dwell in His fol- 
lowers. He promised this Mighty gift, and we 
know how the Church received it, at the Day of 
Pentecost. (Acts ii.) This gift always accompanies 
the sacraments : it falls into various soils, good» 
bad, indifferent. It too generally withers away. 
But Christ has always had His Saints upon the 
earth since He set up His Church. Sometimes 
they are " hidden privily in His Tabernacle from 
the provoking of aU men." Sometimes they have 
to play a public part, — rto resist the age, — ^to breaat 
unpopularity. They have to brook insults, to 
meet dangers, to renoimce advantages. They 
have to be slandered by foes, and misunderstood 
by friends. As a general rule they are rather 
men of action, than men of speech. They often 
make no show in conversation. They do not 
easily think themselves wronged, and are not 
over sensitive. They seem rather to act with a 
view to escaping general approval and noisy com- 
mendation than to con/ess their imperfections in 
words. They distrust their own judgments — 
especially in matters of detaiL Their habits are 
matters of conscience, they are scrupulous : there 
are many things which they make a great point 
of doing, and there are many things which are 
generally held to be matters of indifference and 
which they never will consent to do. Their habits 
are those of a slave to some unseen master : but 
their cheerful and equal manner shows that they 
enjoy 'perfect freedom.' They live as though 
tieir souls were in. heaven and tliexi \>o41<&% m the 
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grave. They differ in station, age, education, 
country, pursuits : they agree in haying one mark 
traced even on their outward bearing — ^the Print 
of the Nails — the Mark of Jesus Crucified. Like 
St. Paul they bear about in their bodies the marks 
of the Lord Jesus. (Gal. vi. 17^ Like St. Paul 
they are crucified with Christ. (Gal. ii. 20.) Like 
St. Paul their lives seem to say " I live ; yet not 
I, but Christ liveth in me." (Gal. ii. 20.) Like 
him they are "always bearing about in their 
bodies the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life 
also of Jesus may be manifested in them." (2 Cor. 
iv. 10,) Reader, perhaps you have been brought 
near such a one, without discerning his real 
greatness. You have criticized his teaching as 
fanciful, you have objected to his conduct as Ex- 
travagant or weak. Bemember that so far as 
you are in the power of sin, you are morally unable 
even to comprehend a holy man. Don't let this 
inability which ought to humble you, deter you 
from seeking the society of this servant of God. 
By and bye, you will begin to understand him, if 
he is what you have reason to take him for : and 
God wiU not let you go far wrong, if you are 
simply in earnest. By and bye you will get to 
see deeper : your prejudice will wear away : you 
will discern more and more ' where his strength 
lieth' and how great it is. The trials of every-day 
Hfe will, one by one, discover to you how he sur- 
passes aU that you know about yourself. You 
will learn to feel not merely curiosity but deep 
reverence for all that concerns him : you will 
realize Christ's presence, and will "glorify God in" 
His servant now visibly before you. (Gal. i. 24.) 
God has brought him to you for your own sake :" 
God has taught you what he ia \L».\» "^wjl \s^^ s^ 
beyond admiiing him — ^tha\i ^csvl tx^^ ^eos^. *^^ 
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fire of his Spirit — ^for it is the Spirit of Christ. 
Evil communications corrupt good manners : but 
is the Devil the only successful missionary P You 
must yourself be changed into the Likeness you 
discern before you : pernaps God designs you— all 
unworthy as you feel yourself to be — ^to wear and 
to pass it on to others. At any rate every holy 
Chnstian with whom yoji are thtown in contact is 
a distinct opportujiity for gaining Christ's Spirit, 
for which you will have to answer. And it will 
be no sumcient excuse for having lost such an 
opportunity, that you did not give yourself time 
or patience enough to discover its value. 

2. Be careful to study the Four Soly Oospels. 
Perhaps you would do well to make a rule of 
reading a part of a chapter every day, on your 
knees. Of course you would not forget to ask our 
Lord for light and guidance. You observe I ad- 
vise you to* study the Gospels, This is not because 
I believe them to have come from God more 
certainly than St. Paul's Epistles, or any part of 
the Old Testament. It is because they contain 
the Life, the words, the deeds, the suflferings, of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. That Spirit which you 
may see in His servants in measure and at intervals, 
rests on Him in its fulness and without intermission. 
But it is not given to a careless reader of the Qt)s- 
pels to find this out : and so you hear shallow and 
irreverent people profess themselves more at home 
with St. Paul's Epistles, which address themselves 
to the individual Christian life. But the great 
value of studying the Gospels consists precisely in 
this — ^that such a study throws you quite out of 
yourself — ^it centres your thoughts in TTiTn who 
can Alone raise and purify them. You must be 
careful to place clearly before your mind's eye, 
whatever Me says or does. You umat \e».Tii \ici 
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imagine how you would speak to Him — and what, 
if you could hear Him speak, He would say of 
your daily thoughts, and words, and works. Place 
yourself for the time in His company. Be careful 
to mark His littls actions and short sayings, they 
tell you much of His Spirit. Mark how He bears 
Himself with His disciples, how with sinners. 
Place Him clearly before you when He is watching 
or sleeping, wallang or sitting, preaching or talk- 
ing in a broken way, serving others or taking 
food Himself. The more you comprehend how 
He went through the common work of life : the 
more you will be able to go through it in His way. 
See B&s humble bearinff among men. His ffracious 
favour towards His disciples. His winnmg and 
most tender compassion for the poor; He is so at 
home with them ; He has taken on Him the form 
of a slave ; they seem His true family-circle — His 
nearest friends. He is neither attracted by the 
blandishments of the wealthy, nor repelled by the 
foul disease of the deserted lesser. Mark His 
carelessness about the needs of His Body; His 
freedom from the concerns of this world; His 
patience, when reproached; His meekness when 
replying; His composure and recoUectedness in 
all that He does, however trifling ; His Burning 
Zeal for souls, for whom He has to shed His Sacred 
Blood : when He disapproves and condemns, it is 
with a loving and humble sorrow, never with 
sharpness and sarcasm. Learn of Him dear 
Reader, how to teach, how to sympathize, how to 
enter into the weakness of others, how to bear 
with sinners, and cheer penitents, and obey supe- 
riors, and become the servant of aU. He could 
say of Himself "I am among you as one t\sa^ 
serveth. (Luke xxii. 27.) "Leani oi ^B^ss^ V^^ V^ 
endure what God may send on ^om^Vo^ ^<^ ^qX.^co. 
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everything with a view to the Divine Glory, how 
to persevere in prayer. At present you are only 
a beginner in the School of Jesus Christ and on a 
very low form, or not even that ? Do not be dis- 
couraged. You are not His first pupil. You have 
only to make the most of His lessons : and then 
what is a matter of memory will become through 
His grace a matter of instinct. You will grow 
more and more to think of what passes around you 
as He thinks of it. You will begin now and then 
. to speak when, and as, He would have spoken. You 
will do works of mercy at times as He would have 
done them — gaining more and more of that grace of 
action and that purity of motive which make His 
works so wonderful. " Beholding as in a glass the 

flory of the Lord " in the Divine Face and Life of 
esus, " you will be changed into the same image 
from glory to glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord.''* 
(2 Cor. iii. 18.) nis inner Life, defies poor human 
language, but you may, in your measure, by His 
mercy make it your own, by the study of what is 
recorded of His words and works. 

3. Cultivate a spirit of devotion to the leading 
mysteries of our Redemption. You know we men- 
tion these mysteries before our Lord in the Litany. 
Each mystery has particular graces joined to it ; 
each has especial powers wherewith to furnish us 
against particular kinds of evil and sin. And we 
beg our Lord to deliver us by them ; not merely by 
His remembrance of them, but because these 
mysteries in themselves have a real power against 
sin and HeU. Mark this. 

By the mystery of Thy Holy Incarnation, by 
Thy Holy Nativity and Circumcision, by Thy 

Baptism, Fasting, and Temptation Good 

Lord deliver us. 
By Thine Agony and Bloody S^^at, by Thy 



17 

Cross and Passion,*" by Thy Precious Death and 
Burial, by Thy glorious Eesurrection and Ascen- 
sion, and by the coming of the Holy Ghost. . . . 
Good Lord deliver us. 

Now, dear Eeader, take our Lord's Blessed 
Incarnation, and see first what it teaches you of 
th« Spirit of Christ ; and then secondly y learn what 
particular grace you may hope to gain from Him 
by your devotion to this mystery. 

^ink what we mean by the Incarnation and 
Nativity! The Almighty, All-knowing, Ever- 
lasting God takes to Himself a human Body, 
confines Himself for nine months in the womb of 
His chosen Mother Mary, and is bom as a weak 
Infant, and laid in a manger. Dear Reader, 
perhaps it is strange and new to you that words 
which you have used so often should mean so much. 
You have never before felt what it is to believe in 
an Incarnate God ? Is it so ? Do lay this tract 
down one moment — and place yourself very seri- 
ously in the Presence of our Blessed Saviour, and 
thank Him from the bottom of your heart for this 
most wonderful and thrilling effort of His Love. 
Some years back, church-people used always to 
fall on their knees when they came to those words 
in the Creed " He was incarnate by the Holy 
Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and was made man.^' 
By doing this they meant to express that which 
must be the feeling of all serious Christians — their 
great awe and thankfulness, and wonder, and love, 
for this most surpassing act of God's mercy, to 
poor lost man. Now how does the Bible speak of 
this ? St. Paul says that our Lord "made Himself 
of no reputation, and took upon Him the form of 
a servant." More nearly : — ** He emptied Himself 
of His glory, and took on Himself the condition of 
a slave." (Phil. ii. 7.) What aj8toxd&\«si%\^^\sass^^ 
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The Almighty God Kving upon the earth as a 
creature, and as one despised among that race of 
beings into which He vouchsafed to enter ! Now 
a great deal more might be said about the Spirit 
of Christ as exhibited in the Divine Incarnation ; 
but at present observe, dear Eeader, the two points 
insisted on by St. Paul. 1st. " He emptied Him- 
self" of that "glory which He had with the 
Father before the world was." (John xvii, 6.) 
Here you have the first mark of the Spirit of 
Christ— renouncement of self. Here you have 
that mark, which at once makes Jesus Christ and 
His Friends so unlike men of this world, who are 
always seeking their own glory, instead of avoiding 
and even hatmg it as something to which they 
have no true right. And 2ndly Christ ** took on 
Him the condition of a slave:" and Christians, 
who aim at His Spirit do not content themselves 
with giving up their reputation whenever they 
can do so without giving up their duty, they 
eagerly embrace positions, and employments, and 
states of life, upon which the world looks con- 
temptuously, and sneeringly, as beneath its digni- 
ty, or out of keeping with its notions of bodily 
comfort. I am speaking of such persons as attend 
the sick and very neglected poor, without being 
in the least deterred from doing so by the dirtiness 
and misery of the cottages they enter : or again of 
those who visit the sick and diseased in hospitals 
and infirmaries ; or again of those who devote 
their whole time to the reformation of female 
penitents. Such persons may not be thought 
much of by the world : but they are conforming 
themselves tq the Spirit of the Divine Incarnation 
both in giving up any more easy, or lucrative, or 
more conspicuous line of life, which they might 
hare chosen consistently with their duty, and also 
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in devoting themselves to those humble offices 
which by the grace of Christ, they have under- 
taken. And the more devout you, my dear friend, • 
can become to the mystery of the Incarnation, 
and the more you pray our Lord to bestow upon 
you the graces which it so markedly contains, the 
better able you will be to understand these good 
people, and to imitate them. 

Again, consider the Crucifixion of our Blessed 
Redeemer. It is most true that this mystery 
atoned for the sins of man : but it is not less true 
that, like the Incarnation^ it reveals His Spirit, 
and so is to be imitated by us. " Let this mind 

be in you which was also in Christ Jesus who 

humbled Himself and became obedient unto death 
even the death of the cross." And St. Paul did 
not give advice which he did not follow : he says 
of Himself " I am crucified with Christ." (Gal. li. 
20.) In another place, he explains what part of the 
Christian it is, that is crucified. " The old man " 
he observes, " is crucified with Him that the body 
of sin may be destroyed." (Rom. vi. 6.) Just as 
the Roman Soldiers nailed our Lord's Sacred Body, 
to the Cross, so that He could not move His hands 
and feet, because " All His bones were out of joint 
and His " sacred " Heart in the midst of His fiody 
was even like melting wax : " (Psalm xxii. 14.) 
so by His grace, the Christian deliberately crucifies 
the inclinations of nature, nails nature down to a 
cross, by Holy resolutions, and practices, looking 
upon the desires of the flesh, simply as a victim, 
which grace is always taking pleasure in offering 
up to Sie Justice of Almighty 'God. " Mortiftr 
therefore your members which are upon the earth. * 
(Col. iii. 5.) You can only do this, in such degree as 
you enter into the Spirit of the Great Victim. You 
must aim prayerfully at comprehending iaftt»\sss8t^- 
ly Hia humility but H.\sPa\,\eii^^. ^^^^^S^^^*"^^^ 
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Sunday next before Easter.) This is that portion 
of tke Spirit of Christ which you learn from the 
Cross and which the Cross alone can give you ; of 
yourself, you can never hope to gain it. It is *' the 
gift of God/' (Ephes. ii. 6.) 

Or consider the Death of our Lord. His most 
Sacred |Body hangs pale and lifeless on the Cross. 
This mystery reveals to you another portion of the 
inward Spirit of the Hedeemer. . The Dead, as you 
know, has no interest in anything that we see: 
honour, and riches do not tempt a corpse to live 
and enjoy them: persecutions and ill-treatment do 
not reach it. To a corpse, it is all the same, whe- 
ther you place it on a splendid bier in a diapelle 
ardente, as they did with the great Duke; or 
whether you throw it on a dunghill. Now St. 
Paul says to us Christians — " Ye are dead," (Col. 
iii. 3.) and how has this come to pass? Why "as 
many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ, were 
baptized unto His death." (Rom. vi. 2.) Christians 
are spoken of, as being "dead with Christ from the 
rudiments, (or elements) of the world," (Col.ii. 20.) 
and as we have just seen, they enter into this state 
when they put on the* Grace and Nature of Jesus 
Christ in the Saving Sacrament of Baptism, — ^they 
are " buried with Him by Baptism into Death." 
(Rom. vL 4.) Those who do not lose the grace of 
Baptism, continue dead to the world; they are in- 
different to its praise and its abuse: their heart 
and hopes lie elsewhere; their conversation is in 
heaven (Phil. iii. 20,) because Christ, their Trea- 
sure is there, (Matt. vi. 21.) and "their life is hid 
with Christ in God." (Col. iii. 3.) Reader, Is it so 
with you? Have you gained any portion of the 
graces which the Death of Jesus wins for Chris- 
tians ? Have you entered into that Death of His ? 
Ckn yon understand by experience how " death is 



21 

gwallowed up of life," (2 Oor. v. 4.) — ^how deatK to 
the world is forgotten and lost sight of, in the all- 
absorbing beauty of the life of God ? or have you 
been unhappy enough to crucify Christ within you 
by mortal sin, making His grace and nature 
powerless to renew you, doing your best to put Sim 
to death, " crucifying the Son of God, afresh and 
putting Him to an open shame.? " (Heb. vi. 6.) 

So again the £urial of Jesus Christ reminds us 
that " we are buried with Him," by " continually 
mortifying our corrupt aflPections," (Collect for 
Easter Eve) and that we are enabled to do this by 
being " buried with Him in Baptism ? (CoL ii. 12.) 
But like Him too, though out of sight and in the 
tomb: good Christians are aU the while "free 
among the dead," (Psabn Ixxxviii. 4.) because 
" where the Spirit of the Lord is there is liberty, 
(2 Cor. iii. 17.) and His Service whatever it may 
oblige us to do or to give up, is always and alone 
" pOTfect freedom," (2nd Collect at Morning Pray- 
er.) And except we acquire the grace of Christ's 
Burial, and go down joyfully into the tomb of 
Grace, so that the world may think of us as lying 
there quite rotten and putrid, we caimot hope for 
His New Life. " Except a com of wl^eat faU into 
the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, 
it bringeth forth much fruit," (John xii. 24.) And 
" that which thou sowest, is not quickened except it 
die." (1 Cor. XV. 36.) 

Or consider the Resurrection. You cannot par- 
take of the grace and glory of Jesus Bisen, till you 
have learnt the lessons, which God teaches you in 
Jesus Incarnate and Jesus Crucified. Then you 
may again live in the world, though risen with 
Christ ; but you will not be of it. You will not 
allow it to be much with you ; you will *' appear " 
now and then ; you will say to it, " Touck isaA \jiSk\»<' 
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you will be waiting for the ajscension. By this 
last mystery, our Lord makes those whom He leads 
on to perfection partakers of the Divine Nature, 
(2 Peter i. 4.) in its fulness; He raises them up 
and makes them "sit together in heavenly places," 
(Ephes. ii. 6.) though to all appearance, they are 
stiU living in the world as other men. 

I cannot say nearly as much as I could wish on 
this subject — I mean how the Spirit of Christ 
may be learnt by a devout consideration of the 
Mysteries of our Eedemption. But I am quite 
sure of one thing. The reason why the great ma- 
jority of Christians now-ar4ays show in their out- 
ward lives how little they faiow of the Inwai:^ 
Spirit of our Divine Redeemer, is because, they 
never think of giving time and trouble to " consi- 
der Him that endured such contradiction of sinners 
against Himself." (Heb. xii. 3.) They may admire 
that Spirit in others in an oflf-hand patronising 
way, but they are utter strangers to its inward 
power. 

4. Lastly be careful as often as you can to receive 
the Blessed Sacrament with proper dispositions. What 
those dispositions are, I must tell you another day. 
But do not think that in begging you to receive 
the Blessed Sacrament, I am telling you to do no- 
thing else. True, what you receive at the altar, to 
your gain, or to your loss, can never be anything 
else than the Body and Blood of our Lord and 
Saviour. God stands pledged to this: He is just 
as much with us in the Blessed Sacrament, as He 
is with the Angels in Heaven, or, as He was in 
the presence of His enemies, when He hung upon 
the Cross on Good Friday. He sends the rain of 
His Gbace upon the just and unjust. Some Chris- 
tians talk about the Blessed Sacrament as a dead 
ordinance, thereby shewing that they know no- 
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thing of what Gospel ordinances realy are. If 
men are unhappy enough to seek only common 
bread and common wine at the Christian altar — 
they are right in advising others to treat Holy 
Communion as a mere Jewish rite, which can 
neither heal nor save. They would be more con- 
sistent in giving it up altogether. But you know 
the Bible does not put Christian Sacraments on a 
par with Jewish rites. Jewish rites were mere 
shadows and figures of Him that was to come. 
The, Holy Communion is not only more than this : 
it is superior to any other Christian means of grace 
that can be named. When y ou g o to Church, you 
si^ in the House of Christ. When you read the 
Bible, you read the word of Christ. When you 
converse with His ministers, you are with the ser- 
vants and ambassadors of Christ. When you pray, 
you are speaking to One who is still without you, 
though you come so near to Him. But at the 
altar, you visit and receive Jesus Christ Himself. 
If the Bible says that He is God, it says just as 
clearly, that we receive His Body and His Blood 
in the Blessed Sacrament. 

Go to Him, then dear Beader. You know where 
to find Him. Be honest with Him: honest in 
your uncomprimising hatred of sin, and honest in 
your desire to possess yourself of His Spirit. You 
can never gain that Spirit by Kving with Christ's 
servants alone, or by studying His word alonCy or by 
meditating on His Redeeming work aUme. These 
are means of learning what that Spirit is : but Jesus 
Himself most give you His Spirit. He must sanc- 
tify you by it: you cannot sanctify yourself. 
Again, I say you know where to find Him. " His 
delights are still with the sons of men." (Prov. viii. 
31.) It is as true now, as it was in St. Paul's time, 
that " Jesus Christ is evidently set forth. <s.Y\aK?s&sy^!* 
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before Ghwi and man. (Gal. iii. 1.) He is still our 
'' righteousness and sanctification " as well as our 
** Redemption." (1 Cor. i. 30.) " Seek Him at His 
Altar. You are hungry ? " This is the bread that 
Gometh down from Heaven." (John yi. 60.) You 
are thirsty? this Grace of His own Presence in 
your soul, will satisfy you; it will be " in you a well 
of water springing up unto eveilasting life." (John 
iv. 14.) 

And now, dear Eeader, F^jrewelL You have only 
one soul to save or lose; you can- only die once. 
" If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, He is 
none of His." (Rom. viiL 9.) He may be gi^t^ 
learned, business-like, sagacious, popular, reMed. 
He is without Jesus: and that is enough to damn 
him. Can we look on him without the deepest 
anxiety? Can we but "travail in birth again 
imtil Christ be formed in Him?" (Gal. iv. 19.) 
And are you, dear Reader, such a one ? 

If so, lose no time in seekixig this gift. May 
God of His great mercy help you I And when you 
have found our Lord, remember me in your prayaro. 

Your affectionate friend, 
A COUNTRY CLERGYMAN. 
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